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it cannot be denied that Islam,
regarded as an ethical ideal plus a
certain kind of polity. by which
expression | mean a social structure
regulated by a legal system and
animiated by a specific ethical
ideal-has been the cheif formative
factor in the life-history of the Muslims
of India. It has furnished those basic
emotions and loyalties which gradually
unify scattered individuals and groups,
and finally transform them into a
well-defined people, possessing a
moral consciousness of their own.

Indeed it is not an exaggeration to say
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therefore, is organically related to the
social order which it has created. The
rejection of the one will eventually
involve the rejection of the other.
Therefore the construction of a polity
on national lines, if it means a
displacement of the Islamic principle of
solidarity, is simply unthinkable to a
Muslim. This is a matter which at the
present moment directly concern the
Muslims of India.
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Gentlemen, | have finished. In
conclusion | cannot but impress upon

you that the present crisis in the history
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that India is perhaps the only country in
the world where Islam, as a
people-building force, has worked at
its best. In India, as elsewhere, the
structure of Islam as a society is almost
entirely due to the working of Islam as
a culture inspired by a specific ethical
ideal. What | mean to say is that
Muslim society, with its remarkable
homogeneity and inner unity, has
grown to be what it is, under the
pressure of the laws and institutions
associated with the culture of Islam.
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of India demands complete
organisation and unity of will and
purpose in the Muslim community, both
in your own interest as a community
and in the interest of India as a whole.
The political bondage of India has been
and is a source of infinite misery to the
whole of Asia. It has suppressed the
spirit of the East and wholly deprived
her of that joy of self-expression which
once made her the creator of a great
and glorious culture. We have a duty
towards India where we are destined to
live and die. We have a duty towards
Asia, especially Muslim Asia. And since
70 millions of Muslims in a single
country constitute a far more valuable
asset to Islam than all the countries of
Muslim Asia put together, we must look
at the Indian problem not only from the
Muslim point of view, but also from the
standpoint of the Indian Muslim as
such. Our duty towards Asia and India
cannot be loyally performed without an
organised will fixed on a definite
purpose. In your own interest, as a
political entity among other political
entities of India, such an equipment is
an absolute necessity.
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