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Is Euthanasia allowed
in islam?

during iliness is called euthanasia

Sadia Mehmood

In general, Islam's literal meaning is "Peace" and its main purpose is to
promote peace and mercy. To kill someone is not allowed in Islam but there are
some exceptions such as capital punishments, which are implemented by
governments or and state institutions.

But if someone is killing another person without any Islamic punishment
then in return the murderer should also be killed. As it is mentioned in the Holy
Quran:

"And there is a life for you in retribution (i.e., vengeance of murder), O
wise people so that you may guard.” (2: 179)

This verse is about a person who kills someone as an enemy. But it can
also refer to other instances such as: if someone is very seriously ill and wants
help from other to kill himself. Another person cannot kill in the light of this verse
as then he will also be killed.

To kill someone due to own demand during iliness is called euthanasia.
Euthanasia comes in several forms: active and passive euthanasia, voluntary and
non-voluntary euthanasia, indirect euthanasia and assisted suicide euthanasia.
(BBC, 2014)

This is a form of assisted suicide euthanasia when a patient asks the
doctor to help him in his death, which means it is a type of suicide because the
patient wants to die himself. Whereas suicide is not permitted in Islam in any
case.

The Prophet (4) said, "He who commits suicide by throttling shall keep
on throttling himself in the Hell Fire (forever) and he who commits suicide by
stabbing himself shall keep on stabbing himself in the Hell Fire." (Al-Bukhari)
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Some questions may arise in regards to euthanasia.

What type of ilinesses can cause death?

The top deadliest diseases in the world are cancer, stroke, respiratory
illness, COPD, CAD, diabetes, alzheimer, TB and cirrhosis. In 2015, 56.4 million
people died of these diseases and 68% from them died due to slowly progressed
disease. Thus, there can be fast or slow-killing diseases which cause death.
(Pietrangelo A. & Holland K., 2017).

Why does a patient want death when he knows he'll die soon?

Some reasons may be that: the disease is too painful and is difficult to
cope with, the patient may not have the financial means to spend on healthcare
or there may not be any carer for him. Consequently, the patient wants to
experience death quickly rather than having a slow and painful death.

What are the common ways of execution euthanasia that a doctor can

use if he is killing a patient?

"According to execution science the best ways to kill someone are:
Hanging, Electrocution, the Gas Chamber, the Firing Squad and Lethal Injection."
(Pappas S., 2010). Lethal injection is the best way for euthanasia and this was
first used by Philip Nitschke who legally administrated this injection. (Moreton C.,
2009)

Lethal Injection is a process of three drugs intravenously: injecting:

1. Sodium thiopental: which is a fast-acting barbiturate that depresses the
activity of the central nervous system. This results the brain working it opper.

2. Pancuronium bromide: It acts as a neuromuscular blocker, preventing a
nerve messenger, acetylcholine, from communicating with muscles. The result is
a complete muscle paralysis.

3. Potassium chloride: This last dosage of chemical floods the heart with
charged particles that interrupt its electrical signalling, stopping it from beating.
The average length of time from the first injection to death is 8.4 minutes. (Sergo
P.,2007)

Euthanasia is illegal worldwide except in 6% of jurisdictions. Some of the
countries in which euthanasia is decriminalized are: the Netherlands (2002),
Luxembourg (2009), Canada (2016), Australia (2017), Belgium (2002) and
Colombia (2015). (International Statistics, 2019)
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Euthanasia is not allowed in most of the religions such as Christianity,
Judaism, Buddhism and Islam. Some verses of the Holy Quran can present in this
regard:

1. "And do not kill any soul whose (killing) Allah has declared unlawful
unless (killing him) is just (according to the law and decree of the court). But
whoever is killed unjustly, we have indeed given his heir the right (of retribution
according to the legal procedure), but he too must not exceed the limits in
(retributive) killing. He is indeed helped (by Allah. The responsibility of his legal
support and provision of justice will be on the government.)"(17:33)

2. "On account of this, We prescribed (this commandment in the Torah sent
down) to the Children of Israel that whoever killed a person (unjustly), except as a
punishment for murder or for (spreading) disorder in the land, it would be as if he
killed all the people (of society); and whoever (saved him from unjust murder and)
made him survive, it would be as if he saved the lives of all the people (of society,
i.e., he rescued the collective system of human life). And indeed, Our Messengers
came to them with evident signs. Yet, even after that, the majority from amongst
these people are certainly those who commit excesses in the land."(5:32)

3. "And had Allah seized people (instantly) for their injustice, He would not
have left any living being (on the surface of the earth). But He grants them respite
till an appointed term. When their fixed time arrives, then they can neither
advance, nor hold it back for a single moment."(16:61)

4. "And no one can die without Allah's command. (His) term has been fixed
in writing. And whoever desires the reward of this world, We give him of that; and
whoever longs for the reward of the Hereafter, We give him of that; and soon
shall We pay reward (affluently) to those who pay thanks."(3:145)

Fatwas of some Islamic Scholars are given bellow:

Saudi Arabia's grand Mufti Shaikh Abd-ul-Aziz bin Abdullah bin Baz has
ruled that euthanasia or mercy killing (removing life supporting apparatus keeping
alive a person inflicted with an incurable disease or under coma) is un-Islamic.
The top jurisprudential authority of Saudi Arabia headed by Shaikh Bin Baz said it
was against Shariah to decide the death of a person before he is actually dead.
He said life of no person can be taken away for any reason.

The popular Egyptian scholar Shaikh Yusuf al-Qaradawi, recently issued
a fatwa, religious ruling, equating euthanasia with murder, but allowing the
withholding of treatment that is deemed useless.
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Dr. Muzzami Siddiqgi, former president of the Islamic society of North
America, wrote recently: "If the patient is on life support, it may be permissible,
with due consideration and care, to decide to switch off the life-support machine
and let nature take its own time."

Ayatollah Khamanei leader of Islamic Republic of Iran, as a Shia Muslim
scholar, also has issued a fatwa considering euthanasia "in all forms" forbidden
(haram) Ayatollah Nuri Hamadani also regards all forms of euthanasia as haram.
(Aramesh K. & Shadi H., 2007)

There are some arguments why Islam may not allow euthanasia. These

arguments are mentioned below:

1. This is every Muslim's belief that Allah Almighty gives life and death to
everyone. The doctor may predict death because of a patient's iliness; however,
this may change and they may regain their health even if they were going to die.
Furthermore, no one knows what will happen in the future except Allah Almighty.
In Islam this is called "Eman-bi-Llah" Faith in Allah.
2. If Allah Almighty fixed someone's time of death then they should not try to
ask for it before the time, as Allah Almighty's time setting is better than a human's
time setting. This is the belief of Muslims which goes in "Eman-bil-Qadr" Faith in
Fate.
3. One of the wisdoms behind killing being prohibited is that, if one person
kills another then the doors will open for everyone to kill. People will demand
others to kill them which can create anarchism and can lead people astray.
4. If a person asks the doctor to kill them, people may not believe that the
patient asked the doctor and this may become a case of murder.

In conclusion, in light of all above arguments a person is not allowed to
ask the doctor to kill him because Islam spreads peace and does not lead
towards the way of anarchism. < ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥¢
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