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ìāXqÑ]~úg]äZL£tÅkB»W¸i
Hz{z‰ÜÔqÑ]Zzg_]]ƒ„ñizVZzgY,̂
¸Yèz{_]]Qy£tÅ�ÛZb6,FF¸�¨

ZK̈yCÙ¿»ãCŠ~h÷XÅ<å XEZZ,qÑ]~úg]
Æ£tÆn—ƒäzZà£t²ZVÅ’q-!*Ç

Šg„2wÅ§sÇ'×yƒðXúg]äZ¤/pZ

z!V~ZL£tÆakB±äÅÃÒÅ1
Y~÷~zzÉ4jè

HE™ZÅ 1792 {§pZ{ZŸ†:ƒZQ
ÅÂ[ä!*‡°{úgÂVÆ£tÅkBCŠ~X

f!úg]D+g+Cé GESZL£tcWzZi—Å

1f!úg]äZK�]ÆT’q-»W¸iHå
ZkâjwZzgçÑ}~šµZk’q-»�Ziñ�ŠåX

úg]äZz[�ÛZ÷ÆˆZK].z4
£tÆ”wÆaYg~g¿Z¤/pZ’ZY~’q-
úgÂVÆãCŠ~£tÆ”wÐ0¶�āf!
çÑ{äZÐ7ŠØ¸XÅ,WiZŠ~²ZV
Æ:©~¦/g_ìXÅ<å XEZZ’ZY~WiZŠ~²ZV
ÅZ˜b:¶É£t²ZV»È{—HŠHå�ˆ

ZiZVWiZŠ~²ZV»È{0ŠH¾qwf[~úgÂV
äZVgz,œ~~!*‡°{ZL£tcWzZi—ÅX
úgÂVÃ%ŠzVÅÝòÐ�]ŠÑäÆ¦gÐ',0*
ÅYäzZàt’q-¹¢ZLg8-eà$+%Ð
-g\»{0+ZãÂxn{z',!*Šƒ**ÑzqƒŠHçÑC
',ZÇVä!~ÐÀ¢8Ñzq™Šc*QƒÐic*Š{
�p~úg]ÅÎa~Wðz{t¶ā-g\~kB

xŠzxÐIúg]»ZÝ£xy¦gHY@*åZzg
z{”VÅ6,zglZzg¼Z“6,ÂzŠîp)z~£t
»_c™D™Dúg]ZkÕ6,ÎOÑzqƒˆā
”VÅf)ŠZg~ÐùYyrZñQúgÂVÆ£t

c�’q-Q_Zk~F¤/z{0‰¼»_c
)z~£t¸¼äÂ%ŠÆz�ŠÐ„Zïg™Šc*X

WiZŠ~²ZVÐ0ZZŠzZg~Ãc*]
ÌZgì÷‰W¸i~Z#WiZŠ~²ZV»È{
—HŠHÂtúg]ÆãCŠ~£tÅ�ÛZbcå1
W×W×tÈ{£tÐWÐ%ŠzVÆ)zc*:£t

Æ_c6,`ŠHZzgQZkÐZ†Šx%ŠzVÅā
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ÐÐ]ZzgZïgå-VWiZŠ~²ZV&’q-K̈á
(»**xÌŠc*ŠHCÙŠzg~ZkÆ»2 Feminism)

$+sgìZkÆ‚B‚BK̈áÐ0Ãc*]Ì

Gtz{ñçqìT6,CÙŠzg~̄QVc*  $+ÜÑzq
~Zzg¼äZk¦gÆ ŠH¼äZk¦gÆh

Üs1|tìāK̈áÆZkA$„ä�
)q¢ Ãc*]7Kz{CÙ6c‡.ÞJw:åX

~ÌŠ¬YñÂf!ZzgZsòçÑ}~¦gWiZŠ~
²ZVÐ0ŠznÆ4]0*ñYD÷X

g‡I¤/z{:
f!çÑ{~˜VK̈áÅ’q-6,zZy

mSz;VZ[ÌZ(¡ñ�Šì�úgÂVÃWiZŠ~Â
Šg)gãCŠ~ZK̈ã£tÅ�ÛZbÌ¢zg~7&X
!*z�ŠZkÆāZkz‰ÜWiZŠ~²ZVÅ’q-Ã¹Ð

f!˜´~Óäu6,4ÌqÝì‰˜´
~úg]ÃZÌÌãCŠ~£tÐøzxg3ŠHìX

Zsx‰WÃ¹è<ØÐmgppzZá¼Z�ÛZŠ~Ì

¸g‡I~»K0*c*Y@*ìTÆ�ZAò
x]ÐsÃ±YVÃãCŠ~¢zgc*]Ðøzxg3
Y@*ìXZkz‰Üšµ0*ÎãçÑ{~Z,4]
ñ�Š÷�W`Ì±ÅÅ÷áŠ~ŒÛWyÐ™Šï÷
@*āYGZŠÃy~„g3YnXQIÅ÷áŠ~
™ä6,QÐ»gz»g~Æ̀x~ñ]Å®Ì

mJŠc*Y@*ì1tZsxÅx]Æ®Ó45éGGo°ìX
ZyÓxç5]ÃZsxÆ‚B�h**uZußìXZÏ
§bf!çÑ{~Ìúg]ZÌJ-Õ»DgìX

].h+e$I¤/z{:
Zz6,WiZŠ~²ZVÐ0Zq-Z•»f™H

ŠHìt¡Šzu~Z•Y6,9Zìz{¡úg]ÃãCŠ~
£tÅ�ÛZbÌ¢zg~7&t¡)¢zg~WiZŠ~

ÃÌY,̂&ìXZk¡Æ4,Šq-úg]Ãz{WiZŠ~
xƒãec�%ŠÃqÝìXt¡úg]câŠg
3+gWiZŠ~»pZ;Vì�āZÝZAòZŠc*yÅx]
ÆÌÜsìX

úg]ÅWiZŠ~Æ¦gÃá™)q¢~
ÌçÑ{ZAx»DgìZkZ·xÃŠzg™**ZkaÌ

¢zg~ìāçÑ{T—hÅ§sYg;ìZk—hÃ
ŠzgHYng‡I~Zzg].h+e$ÆŠgxyZq-

ŒZzwIÎa»ƒ**¹¢zg~ìZzgtÎaZsx
~0*ðYCìXfs~K̈áÆPkA$„Æ

Ãc*]7KYgì÷XMVäWiZŠ~²ZVÆ

¦gÃZEVÐÒyHX
¦gWiZŠ~²ZVÐ0kA$„Æ

Ãc*]»Y'ZkaÌ¢zg~ìāZk!*]»Z0+Zi{
Îc*Ynā’q-²ZVÆZÝ~£œH÷z{H
£t÷ÎqÝHY**°ŠìÀòîg6,’q-
K̈áÆ&kA$„�g÷�āŠg`fs÷X

(Redical (ãCŠ6,„„„ i

:Feminism):

Zk„„ÆÃc*]Æ_.úg]%Š
Æ;ðVZ¡w»Dgg„ìZzg%ŠzVÆçÑ}
~úg]¤xzõxìX%Šúg]ÃŸŠÆfg)õx

ǵeLìX
ZyÆ4,Šq-%Šúg]»ŠÔìtçÑ}

(ÅZ˜bZEw™C÷T» Patraichy c)
Èì%ŠzV»çÑ{t¡%ŠzVÆçÑ{Ã

úg]ÆçÑ{~ps™**eLìZzgë½6,4
Ð„%ŠzVÐåWiZŠƒZYYìX

¾qwúg]»WiZŠ~Æ!*g}~tZ•Y
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IÎa»â´„„ìXZyÆ4,Šq-%ŠÅZqÐi~
wÃ»ƒ**ec

âgËK̈á»qï¡:
âgËc*Z·ZÅ„„»gwâg¾»%ƒy

5ì�Z·ZÅÂxu»!*ã¦gHY@*ì
»gwâg¾äZ·ZÅÂxuÅãCŠg¿Âúg]
Å¤è»‚gZ1úuâtŠZgZ:Âx6,eZwŠc*X

âgËZzgZ·ZÅ`ÃgppzZá%Šc*
úg]õxçÑ}Ãåîg6,úg]ÆZ¡w»f)
ŠZgŒÛZg7ŠïZyÆ4,Šq-úg]Å¤è»f)
ŠZguâtŠZgZ:ÂxìQyÆ4,Šq-úg]Ã¨âV
c*{Ây{:Æ»x™**ŠgZÝZ¡wìYèZk»x»
Ãðçz£QÐ7MX

_wK̈á»„„:
ŠZ„f[Æ;VWiZŠ~I¤/z{»

ìXt¡úg]ÃZÐZŠ~w~£tŠ¶6,izg
ŠêìX

_wK̈á»„„WiZŠ~Ã—WiZŠ~Æ

îg6,Z~.™**ìāCÙ¿ZK%èÅi0+Ï¦/Zg}X
_wK̈áI¢gnp÷ā—WiZŠ~Åw¼
{mZqzZáqÑ]6,«ì�pZ&Åi0+7V
~**»°uJ-ñ�Š÷c*QçÑCZOâ]pZ&Å
—WiZŠ~Å³]™ä~ZÒ**»xƒYD÷Zzg
pZ&ÅdqÆŠzu}ÁÜ_wK̈áI¢
gnp÷āgc*„pZ&Å—WiZŠ~ÅF,zóÅ

’¹»™$Ë÷X
_w„„Æ4,Šq-úg]Ã%ŠzVÆ

)zc*:£txWäe÷XZyÆ4,Šq-úgÂVÆ

Z0+gt&¢Añ�Šìāz{¨‡âyZLW\Ã

Z%Y]~ëZÃX
�)b_wK̈áIzVcZë÷Zy

~”VÅaZöZzgZboÆ£tÔÒŸŠÔhgZñ
Š„Ô½Ô7VgziÇgÅ7VZ̀]Ô”VÅ‡.Þ
Z,®)ŠN¸wZzgpZ&ÆÜsƒäzZÑyw
ZzgÒŸŠÃ©¬x6,Ñ**÷áïìX

t¡ãCŠ6,„ZzgâgËkA$Å§bË
Šzu}ÃúgÂVÅõè»f)ŠZgŒÛZg7ŠêÉ

ZÐZŠ~w~£tÅ�ÛZb6,izgŠêìX
eZË{−E~ZkŸ~gBZi÷X
_wK̈áI¤/z{Æ;VÃc*]»Ãð

%A$ù·7Zkaz{Zz!zZ·ZÅÃc*]Ð
Šg}ZìXZy»@sÒ)zZ]»”wì

pD+g÷îg6,ZyÆìw~çÙÔçÑCZzg(Ï
D+g÷¿»x™@*ìXZÏÆZ0+gu¤/xgx p~»Zq-

ecZzgZÏÆfg)£œqÝ™äe÷¸zz
ìāZk¤/z{Ìsf[~ÃðgŠ¿7Zk¤/z{»
ìwìāÒ°x)zZ]ÐçÑ}~Ãð�Ût7
Vg;X‰!*&¢ApZ&çÑ}~Ãð™ŠZgZŠZ7
™0*'YèZ7ñµ7MZzg‰%ŠZL”VÐ
ŒÛRm7gÄ0*Dāz{"ûzsƒD÷X

Y(ÔZsx»çÑCÂxÔm:165( 2004 ){−E~Ô)
Å<å XEZZk¡Æ4,Šq-çÑC°x)zZ]Å

OñZÐZŠ~R6,£tÅ�ÛZb¯c*YñX
Šg`!*ÑÃc*]ÅF,zózZ÷á®)ƒCg„Zzg

WiZŠ~²ZVÐ´ÓxkA$äúg]ÅWiZŠ~
Ð0].z4Yg~g¿Xf!çÑ{~¦gWiZŠ~
²ZVäic*Š{F,Z7kA$Æik,ZW,6,zgl0*ðXZk
‚g~].z4~úg]bz~îg6,£tqÝ™ä~
»x[g„1¬©R6,úg]Ã:Â£tŠØ‰Zzg
�£tQÐx¸z{ÌWiZŠ~Æ**x6,QkÐá
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a‰Zkßg�w6,eZË·¤CÙZØŠg~gBZi÷X
úg]Æ£tÆD»|xZÐZŠ~Ô

çÑCÔ{0+ZãZzg¬©R6,úg]ÃZ(¼kZzgZ�Zx
�ÛZë™**ìTÐçÑ}~ZkÆ£tÆÇ

D»ZÖgÌƒZ¤/ë›ëZzgZ°ZŠzÑgÅgzÝ~
f!çÑ}~úg]Æ£t»Y,̂{BÂZ•ð
â-kÁßg�wì{0+Zy�ËÌçÑ}~ZK̈y

ÆDz›zúÅZ»ðÅwg‚rìúg]Æ¼k
Æ°xZ�ZxÆ!*)̄f!çÑ}~“z

g6»DgìX
Y(ÔZsx~ZK̈ã£t( 2010 )‡Šg~Ô·¤CÙÔeZË)

¾n£t²ZVÅ’q-ZLD+g÷^~
WiZŠ~²ZVÅ’q-~$+w™ZCg8-eà$+w_
ìXZ[£tÅkB¹úZzg%ŠzV6,'he

ÅÎa¹WÐW_ìXít!*]ÂËÐ’

7āZkz‰Üf!çÑ{~¬©Âxn{z',!*Šƒ
[ìXZ°ZŠzÑgZV™ŠBÂ:tÅÑb~Z²g
ZŸ†ƒ[ìâV!*\{0+Zy7¯0*gìÂZzÑŠ̀Zì

Å§sYg„ìX¦k,»Zq-gcZ¤/úg]ÃWiZŠ~
²ZVÆ**x6,£tŠ3g;ìÂŠzu}gc6,z{n„
ÆŠ;ä6,9~ìXWiZŠ~²ZVÆ¦gÃ�ÛzrŠ¶

úc*V™ŠZgZŠZHì) NGOs ~¾qwZ+YZzi
q¢~úg]Æ£tÅc»7ƒðÉic*Š{izg
zØgÐYg~ìXÅ<å XEZZ¤/£tÐ%ZŠçÙÔçÑCÔ
(Ï£t%ZŠ÷Â$¨45é GGGESCÙ¡Š+ZkÐZ%s7
™}ÇŠz§q¢~Z¤/âè~ZZŠc*yúg]Ã
£t7Š}gì¸ÂZkz‰Üz{Ìúg]Æ£t
ÆbŠZg÷XZ¤/WiZŠ~²ZVÅ’q-ÆZW,Z]Å

ßg]~pZ&cZl0Ì‰ÂNV6,¿
ƒZ?Š~Š*Æ˜´~ÐZÌÌ¹Ð˜´
~Ðúg]ãCŠ~£tÐøzxìXúg]ÃZkÆ

"5¾æ FGLs[Ðïw™QÐWiZŠ¦g7HYYZ#T
oäúg]Ã"YWiZŠ~Š~QÏz‰ÜÐZko

~¬©ÂxyZ[ƒ@*`ŠHXZkz‰Üøg};VZ¤/
úg]Å"YWiZŠ~6,!*]ÅYñÂßÃ˜´Å
7~Ñ9Z™Šc*YñÇ0*ÎyÅVw„ák

tZ(o¦gHY@*ìā˜Vúg]6,¹Õz0ƒ
gì÷ZzgZ¤/›ëÃ‚tg3YñÂ0*Îy~

Ð Z,´ºñ�Š÷˜VW`Ìúg]ãCŠ~£t
1 øzxìpítÂf!˜´~Ìƒg;ìX

Šzu~§s0*Îy~Z+pZ&ic*Š{®ZŠ~÷�
Zsò£tÐ¾{zgƒg„÷XZkÆ!*z�ŠÓäR
6,úg]Æ£tÆDc.ÞÌ¯ñYgìƒD
÷�ā£tÐic*Š{f!úg]Å7~æ¹
úg]ÃÌ9Z™äcƒD÷X²Z¤/Zsò
˜´ZsxÆŠØƒñ£tÃ„‡.ÞÎf¯BÂ
÷áh+xZâVÃËÛzãZ¤}Å¢zg]:gìX

úg]Ã£tYe÷pQyuzŠz¶Š
Æ‚B�ZAòZŠc*yÅZÝx]~ñ�Š
÷XcZk!*]6,ƒãecāúg]ÃŠØYä

zZá£tÆŸ~�¸Z2¯ñ‰Qy6,
cgWæƒg;ìā7Xf!˜´ÆZ°ZŠzÑgÂ
…tCD÷ā£tÅkBz;Vúg]W`Ì±

g„ìQX¤/zƒV»W¸i~f™HŠHāúg]Å

WiZŠ~ÆjZáÐßÃZ�ÛZŠÌ÷Zzg¢zg]
Ðic*Š{gz×ìwÌHt7ƒYāZq-Šgxã

gZ3ïw1YñTÐúg]Ã£tÌïYNZzg
z{"YWiZŠ~ÐÌ$YñXZkÆa

Å5„çÑ} Women Empowerment

~”gs™zZäÅ¢zg]ì�ZsxÆÃt
ÂZiy6,FFƒX

/////
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@*gõZsxxpZ&Æ»g;ñúc*VÐ
½~7,~ìXi0+ÏÆCÙˆ~pZ&ä(,|m|
™ZK}.â]7XXTÅzzÐZyÆ™ŠZgÃ
�ÛZñl7HYYúg]äi0+ÏÆCÙõf6,ZC�Ûn
!*ŒZŠZ™ÆtU*"$Hāz{ZL�ÛZøÐl!WÇ{

ìZzgZkäU*"$H³]zz‡gµ™ŠZgZzgf
ZgZŠ}Ð@*gõÆŠJgzV»gc$+w$ËìYèCÙ
Šzg~Õz�gÆÜsDŒz]—™äzZà’rV
ÆÜsúg]gzbgzZVÆîg6,77g„ZzgZk
äU*"$™Šc*āZz[WÙúg]¸xÆlgÃ$+w$Ë
ìXaèZsxZq-5wè<ØìT~úg]»
Z0+gzy{:f)ŠZg-VÆ´z{ŠvZñgÅZ�xŠ„Æ

e~yÐ!*CÙYäÅÌZYi]Š~ˆìXz{
øD¢zg]çÙK-zŠz~ZCzeZw$ËìX

äpZ& a xŠZ¦Zz[—gÑZ™x
Ã�£x«HZkÅVw}7QXW\ä
pZ&ÅÓxY,̂pZ÷]»Òpgnpƒñ%ŠzVÆ
aZ©â]™Šg�ÛâñX9gg~ÅZq-gzZe$Æ

a Ð²nHc*gÎwZv a _.Zq-ô!äW\
÷~ç~e6,Y**eSìZzg~ä˜ŠÆaZC

äZkô!Ð�Ûâc*ā?ZK a **x7HìXW\
ç~Ãá™eÆaYîX

pZ&äŠú]zVÆyZy~ÌñW,
™ŠZgZŠZHpZ&ÆZkx™ŠZgÃŠÙƒñ„
¹Ðô/äZsxJwHXTÅZq-¹(,~
Vw|]/0ZÄBŒé E[ñ÷X

ÅƒÐ a |]}.+@î GEGZ«òñWÀ]
«ñ÷zÁZgZzggZiŠZgt]ƒäÆ‚B‚Bƒ
Ð¬ZsxJw™ä»ÑsÌgBb÷X»[
}."äZsxÅF,zózZ÷á®)~�ŒÛ!**V7X
ZyÅn}7QXW\ñlÅZq-â−Zg{Ây‰X
ZC‚gZâwziggZÓZsx6,ŒÛ!*y™Šc*XŒVJ-ā/
g¦Ï~ÌZsxÅ}.#ÖÆau¤/ŠZVg÷ŒV

Æ‚BCÙnÅ a J-ā™Z!¤̈~W\
`VZzg‚;',ŠZ“XXTÅzzÐç@}
Æ»ƒäÆˆ»[}."ZÙw�ÛâIZzgÑ

W\ñÅzÃ]6,ZkŠggf{{§ƒñāZk a Hx
‚wÃ¬xZãyª§»‚wŒÛZgŠc*X

ŒÛWyˆ~Ì¹ÏdizHxpZ&»
E+™{Wc*ìX~|]Z',Z�ÅzZ−{Ô|]‚g{Ô
|]q̀{ñÔ|]W²ñÔ|]ñ.mZ?xÅzZ−{Ô
|]%*Zzg�òYÜ**ñgpZ&÷áï÷XZÏ

a §bZ¤/Š¬YñÂZ']Z>ÝZzgôÒ]gÎw
Æ‡.Þ*ö»g**óDÙZgzVÃÅi“M0`
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÷X~|]ig‡Ô|]&YÔ|]“¬.ç
E

G{›M
AgÔ|]b›MZ›k,Ô|]ZxgâyÔ|]Zx
†ZvÔ|]ZxÕÔ|]Zx83ŒÏî

EEÔ|]Zx¤gtÔ
|]Zx™Ô|]@Ô|]qg{Ô|]gÃ·Ô

|]p!Ô|]ZxZ÷Ô|]ZxxyÔ |]çf{Ô
|]ZxzgtÆ´z{ZzgŠvpZ&»**xÃÅi“M
ìX{0+Zyg‚ª?ÃeZàYñW\ÅZizZ`0Z]
Æ´z{W\Åe|]Ã„*îGZ²CÙZYñZzgZyÅÃÓV
|]i5MZzg|]Zxßxñ¹HxpZ&÷X

ÅŠºÃ„*îGZ²CÙZYñ�ā a 6āgÎwZv
W\ÅVÅ)]~ZKzZ−{H)|]}.+@î GEG

Z«òÆ_Z{ñ�Šg÷XñgZ#W\Å"ZŠ!Zzg
øq™DÂÃ„*îPZLyÐò™W\»DŒÛ!*ã
W\ÅZq-%ûËøcäW\Å1Igu6,
Zz.$ÅWÑöeZwŠ~»[ÃÒZ²CÙZYÃZ#¥xƒZ
Âz{ŠzhCƒðWNZzgW\Å1ÐZknÏÃ

»ì{åāW\ a ´z{|]gÎwgØ Uc*XZkÆ
ZÒ|]ÃÒñÆy=páYDZzgZ#Ã„*îP
W\ÃYÆaW'ÂW\!*)̄.z›9}
ƒYDZÏa|]ÃÒÃZxZ#-£é EG¹Y@*ìX

ä�Ûâc*:ÃÒ÷} a Zq-ñµ6,gÎwZv
®»•ZìTäZÐZfe$Š~Zkä=Zfe$
àðX»[ÃÒÆa—gäZg÷áŠ�Ûâc*ā¼AÅ
úgÂVÅuŠZg÷ZzgZyÆŠzâV™ñZŠ}ZâxŒz
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The term of Empowerment of women is a very popular and classical issue

at present world. Its importance has been discussed in many dimensions and also

every religion towards all over the world. The empowerment of women in Islam has

clearly been discussed. It is stated extensively compared to the other religions. The

world history also supports that the contribution of women bears a great important

role to the advancement and improvement of human cultures & civilizations. In

fact, this topic is evolved from the information's of Islam with other religions as

Islam explains it clearly (Chowdury, 2018).

Women empowerment refers to developing and flourishing the political,

economic, social, and legal power of the women, to assure equal-right to women,

and to make them certain enough to demand their rights, such as:   have equal

communal status in the society,   to make their own decisions,   have equal rights to

participate in social, religious and public activities,   get equal advantage for

education,   have equal rights for social and economic fairness,   have complete

control of their life and outside of their home and workplace,   freely live their life

with a sense of respect and dignity,   get safe and satisfied working environment,

determine financial choices,   get equal employment convenience without any gender

bias.

Economic Empowerment of Women in Islam 

The Rights of Inheritance 

Accordingly, the law of inheritance or the rights of inheritance in relation

to the provision of economic empowerment of women in Islam is one of the

constitutional provisions alike that must be implemented in Islam as per the

guidance of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In

Islamic perspective, the law or rights of inheritance implies that how the wealth of

parents after their demise or at their presence could be distributed among their

children of male or female. The Holy Quran says that
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"Allah commands you as regard your children's (inheritance); to the male,

a portion equal to that of two females; if (there are) only daughters, two or more,

their share is two thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share is half."

(Sura Nisa:11).

The above verse of the Holy Quran firmly insists on the economic

empowerment of women through the distribution of wealth being derived from

their parents and ensures the rights of inheritance of the women in Islam. According

to the above verse of the Holy Quran, if there is only one daughter left after the

demise of the parents, she can be eligible to possess the half of the wealth

distributed from the parents and the share of the wealth distributed varies on the

basis of the number of children in the family. 

The entire share received by the women from their parents can be saved as

capital and invested independently in any of the economic activities. As a result,

further economic empowerment of the women can be strengthened by this provision

of law of inheritance in Islam. 

The Rights of Mahr 

The Mahr is a compulsory amount of money or property or any types of

wealth (gold, silver, land, etc.) that must be given by the bridegroom to the bride at

the time matrimonial ceremony. The Holy Quran says:

"And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr (obligatory bridal

money given by the husband to his wife at the time of marriage) with a good heart".

(Sura Nisa:4)

This money or any type of wealth is compulsory at the time of marriage.

Without this type of payment at the time of matrimonial ceremony, a bridegroom

can't marry a bride at any circumstances without prepaying the Mahr (the

obligatory payment) to bride. Along with the accompaniment of the happiness at

starting the family life of women, the accumulation of wealth to empower the

women economically gets collected from this right. The husband of the women can't

intervene or don't have any power over the richness of the women in Islam even if

he is needful. But he is only the responsible for the maintenance of the entire family

whether he is economically rich or poor. Anyhow, there are no any barriers in Islam

to voluntarily support for her husband. The Holy Quran says: 

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has

made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to support them) from

their means. Therefore, the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to Allah and to

their husbands), and guard in the husband's absence what Allah 7 orders them to

guard (e.g. their chastity, their husband's property, etc.)." (Sura Nisa:34)

The above verse of the Holy Quran insists on the maintenance and

protection of the women through the means of the husband not through the means
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of the women in Islam. So that the richness and financial capability of the women

are safeguarded further by this verse. 

Rights to work and earn 

The women in Islam are not restricted to work and earn according to the

guidance of the Holy Quran and also by following the correct cultural practices

implemented on the basis of guidance of the Holy Quran. Accordingly, she is

religiously entitled to own her wealth and to operate her own business. 

 Khadija bint Khuwaylid was the first wife of the Prophet Muhammad

(PBUH). Khadija was a merchant by inherited of her father. Khadija earned many

titles, the most common three were: A meerat-Quraish (Princess of Quraish) and

al-Tahira (The Pure One), and Khadija Al-Kubra (Khadija the Great) and was said

to have had an impeccable character.

Women were never forbidden from trading in Islam. During the Prophet

Muhammad's time there were many well known women traders like Umm

Al-Munzir Bint-E-Qais, Asmah binti Makhzemah bin Jandal and during the rule of

Sayyidina Umar, a woman trader Al-Shifa bint e Muawiz was elected

"commandant" of Madinah market (Abbas, 2012). Other women such as Khaula,

Lakhmia, Thaqafia, and Bint Makhramah traded in oriental oil-based perfumes.

Saudah, the Prophet's wife, was an expert in lather tanning skins. She sold

her tanned goods to trading caravans and local men throughout Medina. A

companion named Quila said to the Prophet, "I am a woman who buys and sells

things." Then she asked several questions about buying and selling. The wife of

'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud met her expenses by manufacturing and selling handicrafts

(Ali, 2011). Clearly, business was a legitimate activity of the women companions' o

f the Prophet.

2.  Social Empowerment of Women in Islam

The Rights to Education

 Islam definitely urges the mankind (men and women) to be educated in the

various sectors they need in relation to the success of the present world and the

hereafter. The Prophet Muhammad says:

"Seeking Knowledge is a duty of every Muslim, man or woman".

(Al- Tirmidhi: 218)

From the above saying of the apostle, gathering knowledge is not only a

right but also it is a duty of every woman. Accordingly, all the Islamic perspectives

and the daily observances are constructed on the basis of knowledge. No one in

Islam can be ignorant in following and understanding the fundamental and

conceptual framework of Islam and the Islamic way of life. The apostle of the

Almighty Allah says:

"He who has a slave-girl and teaches her good manners and improves her
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education and then manumits and marries her, will get a double reward; and any

slave who observes Allah's right and his master's right will get a double reward."

(Sahih Buhari: 723)

The Rights in Family affairs

Islam says that all the mankind (male and female) in the world has been

created from one living entity. From this one living entity, only one male and female

couple has been created by the Almighty Allah. Then, the past and present

population has been spread everywhere in the world. The Holy Quran says:

"O people Be conscious of your Lord, who has created you out of one

living entity, and out of it created its mate, and out of the two spread abroad a

multitude of men and women. And remain conscious of God, in whose name you

demand (your rights) from one another, and these ties of kinship. Verily, Allah is

ever watchful over you." (An-Nisa:1)

The above verse of the Holy Quran deliberately ensures the establishment

of empowerment of women in the family life is concretely constructed equal to the

men within the family. The parents in the family vitally play major roles in this

connection ordered by the Almighty Allah.

"The wife of Thabit bin Qais came to the Prophet and said, "O Allah's

Apostle! I do not blame Thabit for defects in his character or his religion, but I,

being a Muslim, dislike to behave in un-Islamic manner (if I remain with him)." On

that Allah's Apostle said (to her), "Will you give back the garden which your

husband has given you (as Mahr)?" She said, "Yes." Then the Prophet said to

Thabit, "O Thabit! Accept your garden, and divorce her once." (Sahih Buhari: 197)

All the above incidences in front of the apostle of the Almighty Allah prove

the fact of empowering the women at their decision-making power while defining

their lives under the avoidable circumstances (Mohamed Mustafa, 2018)
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Women form half of every community and they have a greater role to play

at communal and societal level. Women play a very vital role in human progress,

have a significant place in the society and are capable of sharing all the

responsibilities of life. Man and woman have been rightly compared to the wheels

of the same carriage. Both have some due responsibilities and rights towards each

other which needs to be fulfilled in order to guarantee a progressive society. 

Unfair cultural orientation has given rise to male dominated society which

inherently declares male superiority and cultivates ground for gender based

discrimination as a result of which women become a victim of subjugation,

domestic violence and ill-treatment from men in public and private spheres. One

major reason why our society needs a push to assure women rights is the patriarchal

mindset which prevails by and large.  

However, women's place in society demands an equal emphasis on its

rights as well as the duties which is a due responsibility on them. Unfortunately, the

self-suited definitions of so called advocates of women rights have completely

ignored the pivotal role and due responsibility of a women which she has to play in

the society and has instead presented women as a victim and someone inferior to

men. 

The society and social behaviors it complains as women has a deep

connection with her role as a mother. Home being the basic nursery and mother

being the nurturer has the key role to shape the personality of her son at the very
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early age. Unfortunately, in the struggle to seek justice for her as women, a woman

has neglected her role as a mother which needs attention. Therefore, there is a need

to revisit our parameters of justice in order to develop a progressive society which

requires due and equal share of men and women. 

An important reason why this imbalance of societal roles and non

deliverance of duties has escalated is because the movements to seek and demand

rights for women somehow lost its track during the process. Instead of pursuing a

struggle for ensuring rights, it has brought women face to face with men framing a

conflict between the two entities.

Women organizations and movements have proliferated across the world

on an unprecedented scale with varying intensities over the course of history. The

quick history of these movements is categorized in four waves of feminism which

begun from the agenda of ensuring basic women right's in First Wave of Feminism

to women liberation movement in the Second Wave and the later Third and Fourth

Wave of Feminism has altogether reached a new definition of women empowerment

which adrift from the basic fundamental idea that sprung these movements centuries

back. 

With the onset of a new millennium, the catastrophic event of 9/11

propelled Islam at the global stage and gave a new terrible dimension to the feminist

ideas by decoding and misinterpreting the Islamic teachings and practices pertaining

women. Journalists, politicians, religious scholars and civilians alike began to

decode and debate Islamic concepts and practices, perhaps in an attempt to justify

what had happened. This gave way to many misconceptions and stereotypes

regarding the religion.

One of the awful false notions that sprung up, the idea of the 'victimized

Muslim woman' is perhaps the most common. Practices like 'veil' and 'burqa'

became part of regular political jargon claiming that Muslim women are subjugated

and are victimized by these fundamentalist Islamic practices and should be rescued

from their entrapment. This extreme and baseless narrative gained currency in an

elite class in Pakistan and other Muslim countries which later became a stronghold

of neo-imperialists ideas which alienated this group from their religious and cultural

values and resorted towards a western culture in the eastern societies. This hybrid
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model has become a challenge and a pertinent issue of these times which needs

attention before it splits the society apart. 

However, to make matters worse, understanding and tolerance for

feminism in Pakistan and other Muslim countries remains low, limited to a narrow

continuum between eastern and western ideologies. Feminism is generally regarded

as unnecessary; a construct of the West which deserves no importance in the Islamic

structure. 

This rejection based on ignorance has led to another extreme narrative

which prevails and has developed an anti-feminist approach in society. As a

response towards the secular and liberal mode of feminism, this anti-feminism has

been on fore fronts presenting a rigid rebuttal to the basic notion of these struggles

and has based their narratives on the self suited interpretations of religious teaching.

They have framed the feminist ideology as a challenge to Islamic values and

teachings.  

Feminism in the 21st Century is a mix of many different feminist beliefs and

the lack of a coherent definition of the term the multiple models of interpretations

exist in society. From the influence of the first movement that took root in 1840 to

present times, the end goal of the women's movement has strayed from its basic idea

of women rights to women liberation, from seeking justice against the

discriminatory practices to women oriented society and from notions of respecting

women to advocating lesbians gay rights. The journey from" us with them" to "us

vs. them" mentality seems irrational and a latent function of feminism since the

organizers of the movement did not intend for some women to turn against the

opposite gender as a hostile competitor. 

In such a prevailing situation, it is pressing need of the hour to address the

thin line between today's self-suited definition of feminism which is premised on

framing men as villains and the basic idea of women rights which encourages and

empowers women in its societal and private roles. It is indeed important to focus on

redefining the concept of women empowerment in terms of encouraging an

environment of cooperation model with their men and not as competitors.

Therefore, some multi-level remedial recommendations are suggested in this regard

which addresses the very root causes of this rising challenge:
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" There is an urgent need to reshape the narratives on women empowerment

at global level. The current series of narratives have presented a rather vague

direction which needs an earnest refocus and global acknowledgement.

" The solution lies in redirecting our definition of women empowerment in

the light of Islamic teachings and here comes the importance of the role of

Madrassas who have, so far, clearly lacked in presenting a true and a moderate

Islamic vision of empowerment. Majority of the people, also due to a high illiteracy

rate, resort to religious seminaries which are accessible and does not require much

resource. The opinionated and singled out concept of women rights presented

through an unrevised curriculum of Madrassas needs to be updated in line with the

demands of the contemporary era. 

" Role of Media is also an important step which needs careful attention.

Media is a key tool to shape public perception and through well planned and well

grounded planning, role of media should be revised to create an environment of

converging the extreme narratives that only induces chaos when presented in

isolation.

" The tiers of society are the individuals and the groups of individuals which

forms the general mass. This narrative conflict has to be dealt at societal level with

equal importance. In this regard, role of NGOs solely working for the restoration

and empowerment of women must be kept under strict government check to ensure

that their policies and working maintains the promulgation of national policy and

are not, in any way, serving as a means to further deteriorate the situation.

" Most important is the role of a family unit in whole of this process. The

perception, character and narrative take its basic schooling inside a family and a

mother is the first nursery of a child which shapes his whole personality. 

Therefore, the impact of redefining women rights, its advocacy through media,

revised role of Madrassas, streamlined redirection of NGOs needs to be connected

well at the individual level through an effective role of a mother which has the

potential to nurture the right concepts in the basic learning of a child in his early

ages which will impact the way the child grows up. 
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