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Hadia Saqib

The term of Empowerment of women is a very popular and classical issue
at present world. Its importance has been discussed in many dimensions and also
every religion towards all over the world. The empowerment of women in Islam has
clearly been discussed. It is stated extensively compared to the other religions. The
world history also supports that the contribution of women bears a great important
role to the advancement and improvement of human cultures & civilizations. In
fact, this topic is evolved from the information's of Islam with other religions as
Islam explains it clearly (Chowdury, 2018).

Women empowerment refers to developing and flourishing the political,
economic, social, and legal power of the women, to assure equal-right to women,
and to make them certain enough to demand their rights, such as: have equal
communal status in the society, to make their own decisions, have equal rights to
participate in social, religious and public activities, get equal advantage for
education, have equal rights for social and economic fairness, have complete
control of their life and outside of their home and workplace, freely live their life
with a sense of respect and dignity, get safe and satisfied working environment,
determine financial choices, get equal employment convenience without any gender
bias.

Economic Empowerment of Women in Islam
The Rights of Inheritance

Accordingly, the law of inheritance or the rights of inheritance in relation
to the provision of economic empowerment of women in Islam is one of the
constitutional provisions alike that must be implemented in Islam as per the
guidance of the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). In
Islamic perspective, the law or rights of inheritance implies that how the wealth of
parents after their demise or at their presence could be distributed among their

children of male or female. The Holy Quran says that
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"Allah commands you as regard your children's (inheritance); to the male,
a portion equal to that of two females; if (there are) only daughters, two or more,
their share is two thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share is half."

(Sura Nisa:11).

The above verse of the Holy Quran firmly insists on the economic
empowerment of women through the distribution of wealth being derived from
their parents and ensures the rights of inheritance of the women in Islam. According
to the above verse of the Holy Quran, if there is only one daughter left after the
demise of the parents, she can be eligible to possess the half of the wealth
distributed from the parents and the share of the wealth distributed varies on the
basis of the number of children in the family.

The entire share received by the women from their parents can be saved as
capital and invested independently in any of the economic activities. As a result,
further economic empowerment of the women can be strengthened by this provision
of law of inheritance in Islam.

The Rights of Mahr

The Mahr is a compulsory amount of money or property or any types of
wealth (gold, silver, land, etc.) that must be given by the bridegroom to the bride at
the time matrimonial ceremony. The Holy Quran says:

"And give to the women (whom you marry) their Mahr (obligatory bridal
money given by the husband to his wife at the time of marriage) with a good heart".
(Sura Nisa:4)

This money or any type of wealth is compulsory at the time of marriage.
Without this type of payment at the time of matrimonial ceremony, a bridegroom
can't marry a bride at any circumstances without prepaying the Mahr (the
obligatory payment) to bride. Along with the accompaniment of the happiness at
starting the family life of women, the accumulation of wealth to empower the
women economically gets collected from this right. The husband of the women can't
intervene or don't have any power over the richness of the women in Islam even if
he is needful. But he is only the responsible for the maintenance of the entire family
whether he is economically rich or poor. Anyhow, there are no any barriers in Islam
to voluntarily support for her husband. The Holy Quran says:

"Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has
made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend (to support them) from
their means. Therefore, the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to Allah and to
their husbands), and guard in the husband's absence what Allah 7 orders them to
guard (e.g. their chastity, their husband's property, etc.)." (Sura Nisa:34)

The above verse of the Holy Quran insists on the maintenance and

protection of the women through the means of the husband not through the means
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of the women in Islam. So that the richness and financial capability of the women
are safeguarded further by this verse.
Rights to work and earn

The women in Islam are not restricted to work and earn according to the
guidance of the Holy Quran and also by following the correct cultural practices
implemented on the basis of guidance of the Holy Quran. Accordingly, she is
religiously entitled to own her wealth and to operate her own business.

Khadija bint Khuwaylid was the first wife of the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH). Khadija was a merchant by inherited of her father. Khadija earned many
titles, the most common three were: A meerat-Quraish (Princess of Quraish) and
al-Tahira (The Pure One), and Khadija Al-Kubra (Khadija the Great) and was said
to have had an impeccable character.

Women were never forbidden from trading in Islam. During the Prophet
Muhammad's time there were many well known women traders like Umm
Al-Munzir Bint-E-Qais, Asmah binti Makhzemah bin Jandal and during the rule of
Sayyidina Umar, a woman trader Al-Shifa bint e Muawiz was elected
"commandant" of Madinah market (Abbas, 2012). Other women such as Khaula,
Lakhmia, Thaqafia, and Bint Makhramah traded in oriental oil-based perfumes.

Saudah, the Prophet's wife, was an expert in lather tanning skins. She sold
her tanned goods to trading caravans and local men throughout Medina. A
companion named Quila said to the Prophet, "I am a woman who buys and sells
things." Then she asked several questions about buying and selling. The wife of
'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud met her expenses by manufacturing and selling handicrafts
(Ali, 2011). Clearly, business was a legitimate activity of the women companions' o
f the Prophet.

2. Social Empowerment of Women in Islam
The Rights to Education

Islam definitely urges the mankind (men and women) to be educated in the
various sectors they need in relation to the success of the present world and the
hereafter. The Prophet Muhammad says:

"Seeking Knowledge is a duty of every Muslim, man or woman".

(Al- Tirmidhi: 218)

From the above saying of the apostle, gathering knowledge is not only a
right but also it is a duty of every woman. Accordingly, all the Islamic perspectives
and the daily observances are constructed on the basis of knowledge. No one in
Islam can be ignorant in following and understanding the fundamental and
conceptual framework of Islam and the Islamic way of life. The apostle of the
Almighty Allah says:

"He who has a slave-girl and teaches her good manners and improves her
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education and then manumits and marries her, will get a double reward; and any
slave who observes Allah's right and his master's right will get a double reward."
(Sahih Buhari: 723)

The Rights in Family affairs

Islam says that all the mankind (male and female) in the world has been
created from one living entity. From this one living entity, only one male and female
couple has been created by the Almighty Allah. Then, the past and present
population has been spread everywhere in the world. The Holy Quran says:

"O people Be conscious of your Lord, who has created you out of one
living entity, and out of it created its mate, and out of the two spread abroad a
multitude of men and women. And remain conscious of God, in whose name you
demand (your rights) from one another, and these ties of kinship. Verily, Allah is
ever watchful over you." (An-Nisa:1)

The above verse of the Holy Quran deliberately ensures the establishment
of empowerment of women in the family life is concretely constructed equal to the
men within the family. The parents in the family vitally play major roles in this
connection ordered by the Almighty Allah.

"The wife of Thabit bin Qais came to the Prophet and said, "O Allah's
Apostle! T do not blame Thabit for defects in his character or his religion, but I,
being a Muslim, dislike to behave in un-Islamic manner (if I remain with him)." On
that Allah's Apostle said (to her), "Will you give back the garden which your
husband has given you (as Mahr)?" She said, "Yes." Then the Prophet said to
Thabit, "O Thabit! Accept your garden, and divorce her once." (Sahih Buhari: 197)

All the above incidences in front of the apostle of the Almighty Allah prove
the fact of empowering the women at their decision-making power while defining
their lives under the avoidable circumstances (Mohamed Mustafa, 2018)
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Jawaria Waheed

Women form half of every community and they have a greater role to play
at communal and societal level. Women play a very vital role in human progress,
have a significant place in the society and are capable of sharing all the
responsibilities of life. Man and woman have been rightly compared to the wheels
of the same carriage. Both have some due responsibilities and rights towards each
other which needs to be fulfilled in order to guarantee a progressive society.

Unfair cultural orientation has given rise to male dominated society which
inherently declares male superiority and cultivates ground for gender based
discrimination as a result of which women become a victim of subjugation,
domestic violence and ill-treatment from men in public and private spheres. One
major reason why our society needs a push to assure women rights is the patriarchal
mindset which prevails by and large.

However, women's place in society demands an equal emphasis on its
rights as well as the duties which is a due responsibility on them. Unfortunately, the
self-suited definitions of so called advocates of women rights have completely
ignored the pivotal role and due responsibility of a women which she has to play in
the society and has instead presented women as a victim and someone inferior to
men.

The society and social behaviors it complains as women has a deep
connection with her role as a mother. Home being the basic nursery and mother

being the nurturer has the key role to shape the personality of her son at the very
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early age. Unfortunately, in the struggle to seek justice for her as women, a woman
has neglected her role as a mother which needs attention. Therefore, there is a need
to revisit our parameters of justice in order to develop a progressive society which
requires due and equal share of men and women.

An important reason why this imbalance of societal roles and non
deliverance of duties has escalated is because the movements to seek and demand
rights for women somehow lost its track during the process. Instead of pursuing a
struggle for ensuring rights, it has brought women face to face with men framing a
conflict between the two entities.

Women organizations and movements have proliferated across the world
on an unprecedented scale with varying intensities over the course of history. The
quick history of these movements is categorized in four waves of feminism which
begun from the agenda of ensuring basic women right's in First Wave of Feminism
to women liberation movement in the Second Wave and the later Third and Fourth
Wave of Feminism has altogether reached a new definition of women empowerment
which adrift from the basic fundamental idea that sprung these movements centuries
back.

With the onset of a new millennium, the catastrophic event of 9/11
propelled Islam at the global stage and gave a new terrible dimension to the feminist
ideas by decoding and misinterpreting the Islamic teachings and practices pertaining
women. Journalists, politicians, religious scholars and civilians alike began to
decode and debate Islamic concepts and practices, perhaps in an attempt to justify
what had happened. This gave way to many misconceptions and stereotypes
regarding the religion.

One of the awful false notions that sprung up, the idea of the 'victimized
Muslim woman' is perhaps the most common. Practices like 'veil' and 'burqa’
became part of regular political jargon claiming that Muslim women are subjugated
and are victimized by these fundamentalist Islamic practices and should be rescued
from their entrapment. This extreme and baseless narrative gained currency in an
elite class in Pakistan and other Muslim countries which later became a stronghold
of neo-imperialists ideas which alienated this group from their religious and cultural

values and resorted towards a western culture in the eastern societies. This hybrid
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model has become a challenge and a pertinent issue of these times which needs
attention before it splits the society apart.

However, to make matters worse, understanding and tolerance for
feminism in Pakistan and other Muslim countries remains low, limited to a narrow
continuum between eastern and western ideologies. Feminism is generally regarded
as unnecessary; a construct of the West which deserves no importance in the Islamic
structure.

This rejection based on ignorance has led to another extreme narrative
which prevails and has developed an anti-feminist approach in society. As a
response towards the secular and liberal mode of feminism, this anti-feminism has
been on fore fronts presenting a rigid rebuttal to the basic notion of these struggles
and has based their narratives on the self suited interpretations of religious teaching.
They have framed the feminist ideology as a challenge to Islamic values and
teachings.

Feminism in the 21st Century is a mix of many different feminist beliefs and
the lack of a coherent definition of the term the multiple models of interpretations
exist in society. From the influence of the first movement that took root in 1840 to
present times, the end goal of the women's movement has strayed from its basic idea
of women rights to women liberation, from seeking justice against the
discriminatory practices to women oriented society and from notions of respecting
women to advocating lesbians gay rights. The journey from" us with them" to "us
vs. them" mentality seems irrational and a latent function of feminism since the
organizers of the movement did not intend for some women to turn against the
opposite gender as a hostile competitor.

In such a prevailing situation, it is pressing need of the hour to address the
thin line between today's self-suited definition of feminism which is premised on
framing men as villains and the basic idea of women rights which encourages and
empowers women in its societal and private roles. It is indeed important to focus on
redefining the concept of women empowerment in terms of encouraging an
environment of cooperation model with their men and not as competitors.
Therefore, some multi-level remedial recommendations are suggested in this regard

which addresses the very root causes of this rising challenge:
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There is an urgent need to reshape the narratives on women empowerment
at global level. The current series of narratives have presented a rather vague
direction which needs an earnest refocus and global acknowledgement.

" The solution lies in redirecting our definition of women empowerment in
the light of Islamic teachings and here comes the importance of the role of
Madrassas who have, so far, clearly lacked in presenting a true and a moderate
Islamic vision of empowerment. Majority of the people, also due to a high illiteracy
rate, resort to religious seminaries which are accessible and does not require much
resource. The opinionated and singled out concept of women rights presented
through an unrevised curriculum of Madrassas needs to be updated in line with the
demands of the contemporary era.

" Role of Media is also an important step which needs careful attention.
Media is a key tool to shape public perception and through well planned and well
grounded planning, role of media should be revised to create an environment of
converging the extreme narratives that only induces chaos when presented in
isolation.

" The tiers of society are the individuals and the groups of individuals which
forms the general mass. This narrative conflict has to be dealt at societal level with
equal importance. In this regard, role of NGOs solely working for the restoration
and empowerment of women must be kept under strict government check to ensure
that their policies and working maintains the promulgation of national policy and
are not, in any way, serving as a means to further deteriorate the situation.

" Most important is the role of a family unit in whole of this process. The
perception, character and narrative take its basic schooling inside a family and a
mother is the first nursery of a child which shapes his whole personality.

Therefore, the impact of redefining women rights, its advocacy through media,
revised role of Madrassas, streamlined redirection of NGOs needs to be connected
well at the individual level through an effective role of a mother which has the

potential to nurture the right concepts in the basic learning of a child in his early

ages which will impact the way the child grows up.
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