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Mahnoor fatima

"Nature is the creation and origination of thing vested with the apparent
capacity to perform any act."(Asfahani;Al-Mufradat,Pg.328)

There are many religions in the world and each religion offers and follows
different concepts, i.e. how to spend life, the concept of sin and repentance. One
if these concepts is the creation of human being and his creation. Christianity, for
instance, is the religion that believes in the conception that man is the product of
sin. He has been created out of a mistaken act. But ISLAM is such a religion that
totally rejects this conception and regards the human being as
"Ashraf-ul-Makhlugat" which means "best of all creatures”. It believes that
creation of man is a divine image and not a deviation or a mistaken act.

Just like human creation, there is a misconception about human nature.

An impression exists in the society that if a man does anything wrong or commits
a crime, he is intended by nature to do so. His nature attracts him towards crime
and evil, and that Criminality exists in his nature by his birth, by his creation. All
this means, Criminality is inborn. ISLAM totally rejects this notion. As mentioned
above, Islam regards human being as "Ashraf-ul-Makhlugat", the best of all the
creatures on the basis of knowledge, on the basis of his nature. Allah Almighty
says in Qur'an:
"And surely We have designed the children of Adam, and We carry them in the
land and the sea, and We have given them of the good things and We have
made them excel by a high degree of excellence most of those whom We have
created."(Qur'an,17:70)

If Allah Almighty blessed the man with knowledge, blessed him with honor to
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distinguish from other creatures, how is it possible that He will degrade him by
incorporating criminality into his nature and indulging him in evil deeds. The Holy
Prophet (P.B.U.H) strongly asserted:

"Don't blame time (nature or fate);indeed nature itself is God (i.e. it has
been rightly created by Allah)"(Sahih Bukhari, Vol.ll, Pg.913)

On the contrary, Allah gave the man the freedom of choice, freedom to
choose the right or wrong path.

Every human being has been created with "Fitrat-e-Saleema" which is
the potential capacity to think, to distinguish right from wrong and to act fairly. It
does not matter here whether he is born in the house of a Muslim or a
non-Muslim, what really matters is the sorting of his nature at the time if his birth.
And this nature us patterned in a way that he is inclined to the right path. So, it is
a right of man irrespective of nation, tribe or race. No one is able and has the
power to change or modify the sorting that is by Allah. This notion is reinforced
by the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H):

"Every child is born with the right nature."(Musnad Imam Ahmad, Tafseer
Ibn Katheer, Vol.lll, Pg.432)

The Qur'an says:

"Then sat your face steadily and truly to the faith: (establish) God's
handiwork according to the pattern on which He has made mankind. There is no
change in Allah's creation. That is the standard religion (the right path), but mist
among mankind do not understand."(Qur'an,30:30)

As Islam emphasize unity, equality and discourage discrimination of
mankind. This emphasis is not limited to racism or gender but this equality is also
implied to the nature human being. Every human being has been created with
equal nature. It is useless to say that some people possess one kind of nature
and other some different kind. Qur'an describes this equality as:

"O people! Don't neglect (your duty) to your Lord, who created you from a
single being."(Qur'an,4:1)

It is further reinforced:

"All people are (basically) a single nation, so Allah raised prophets as
bearers of good news and as warners."(Qur'an,2:213)

The Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H) addressed the people on Hijja-ul-Wida in

these words:
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"O people! Allah says: We created you from a male and female couple
and split you into tribes and nations to distinguish from one another. Truly, in the
eyes of God, the most righteous among you is the most honored of
you."(Qur'an,49:13)

So, it is baseless notion that some of the human beings are created with
bad nature and criminal disposition, and some with positive inclination. If we
believe in this conception, then it will be impossible to maintain a consistent
society because we'll begin to blame nature for every wrong or evil deed of
humans, and the idea of punishment and repentance of sins will not be
considered. Every man will continue to do whatever he wants with the perception
that it is God who indulged him into the wrong path. So that's why Allah Almighty
gave the man freedom of choice.

Man is free to choose right or wrong. He is not bounded to follow one or
other path. Its totally up to him whether he chooses good for himself or gets
involve into evil. If he follows immorality, he will find himself n lowest rank, and if
he follows righteousness, he will definitely reach the rank of human perfection.
Here a question can be raised that how a man can acknowledge whether he
should opt for a right path or evil path? And how he can differentiate between
morality and immorality or criminality? Answer to this question is that every
human is blessed with a capability and consciousness to distinguish morality from
immorality. This is called "Fitrat-e-Saleema" as already has been explained. So its
Fitrat-e-Saleema that makes a man

realize what is beneficial and what is dangerous for him, granted by Allah
Almighty to give freedom of choice to mankind so that nature can not be blamed
at all what he conducts.

Many criminologists such as Cesare Lombroso, Freud and Eysenck
declared that the elements of criminality are genetically induced in human nature.
They have even specified some facial features that only a criminal possesses. But
Islam declares that Allah Almighty created all the human beings equal irrespective
of race, tribe, nation. No matter how a person looks like, what kind of body
posture or facial features he possesses. The Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H) clearly
declared that no Arab had any superiority over a non-Arab, nor was a white in any

way better than a black. The only criterion of superiority is the element of piety.
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He stated:

"Adam is the root of All created beings and he sprang out of dust.
Therefore, | have trampled under my feet all claims of superiority based on blood
and racial discrimination."(Shibli Numani, Sirat-ul-Nabi, Vol. |, pg.145)

These prophetic words are enough to reject the criterion of criminality set
by Western criminologist. Thus a man's criminal behavior is not a reflection if his
nature but the consequence of his own deeds.

From Islamic point of view, the creation of this universe and mankind is
not by chance. Man has not been created purposeless. The purpose of his life is
to achieve the ideal of moral perfection by avoiding and fighting against the evil
forces. Qur'an describes that man's creation is not purposeless:

"What did you then think that We had created you in vain, and that you
shall not be returned to us."(Qur'an,23:115)

If we took the Western conception of inborn Criminality and inherent
tendencies of criminality, then the purpose of human's existence and creation,
which is to accomplish high perfection and whose focus is noble deeds, will be
neglected.

At the end, the question of instincts and drives, and circumstances or
situations that urges a human being is concerned with human personality. Since
man possesses Fitrat-e-Saleema and is created to do struggle against the evil
forces , he is capable of achieving morality and as well as of indulging into the evil
forces.

Dr.Muhammad Tahir ul Qadri says while talking about Human Nature:

"The dual capacity for moral success and for moral failure is grounded in
human nature which is absolutely free to choose either. While God has dictated
his creation, He does not dictate his choice. God has created him intrinsically
good but He has left it to man to choose among alternatives offered during his

practical existence."("Islamic Concept of Human Nature", pg.22.) ¢ ¥r¥r e vy
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