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Mrs. Fizzah Hussain Qadri

Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr. Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri has
inspired the generations through his personality, knowledge,
wisdom, contributions and unmatched efforts throughout his
I life under the aegis of Minhaj-ul-Quran International.
i\'i Alhamdullilah his 70 years life is no more than a blessing of
Allah Almighty as he has been a mentor and spiritual guide in

{| this era. I pray for his long and healthy life and would urge
£ everyone to seek 1nsp1rat10n from him in every sphere of life.
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Contribution and views | . = .
of Shaykh ul Islam T

Towards Islamic Economics and Finance gt
Hadia Saqib Hashmi Lt e

IR (;‘g@j}}? % \-14%@%” Q_,Qg = ‘“ﬂﬁm\\w”’
Shaykh ul Islam Dr. Muhammad Tahir ul Qadri is a leader born in Feb 9,
1957. Who is the author of more than 1000 books and delivered more than 6,000

lectures on economy and political studies, religious philosophy, law, Sufism,

STANDARPISATION
in N
ISLAMIC BANKING R
g Ei
FINANCIAL SYSTEM A4

medical sciences, material sciences and astronomy. Numerous lectures are
available in Urdu, English and Arabic at different Islamic Shops around the world

Islam is a complete code of life as it. The Holy Quran consists of two
kinds of rulings. The first one is Ibadat that is 20% and the second is Muamlaat
(Deeds) that covers the 80% section of Holy Quran. Islam is a comprehensive
school that offers both social and spiritual teachings in life. Islamic economy is not
a separate study but rather a part of the general Islamic system of organizing
different aspects of life in the society. The economic structure of Islam preserves
the rights of the individual and instructs social behavior.

Dr Tahir ul Qadri has made great contributions in the field of Economics
as well. For the first time a leading personality from the Muslim world has been
credited with speaking at the World Economic Forum in January 2011.

The motto and vision of Shaykh ul Islam is to serving the global Muslim
community and whole humanity as well. His organizational services are designed
in the same way as his vision is. They have a Minhaj Welfare Foundation, MWF,
Obviously, this is not an exclusive financial arm, but it is serving the humanity at
large with the focus on empowering unserved and underserved strata of the
community. The core objectives of Minhaj Welfare Foundation are to alleviate
poverty in the undeveloped regions of the world by developing long term and
sustainable projects, to advance and promote human rights, equality and diversity

2021(5/)/. sl r!,Vlul;%im




irrespective of race, color and creed in the world and to advance in Humanitarian
programs. In other words, his aim of establishing this entity is to achieve Magasid
Al-Shariah which is the essence of developing Islamic economic vis a vis Islamic
financial system.

To tap more opportunities in the financial sector, they have taken another
initiative of establishing an Islamic Microfinance entity named "Al-Mawakhat
Microfinance" with the slogan of "Serving Humanity with Dignity. This project is
aiming at serving the needy and to low-income individuals as well as to those who
do not have access to typical banking services. The ambition is to enable these
type of consumers so they can empower themselves and get rid of poverty if
given access to financial services.

Apart from these practical projects, he has produced a high quality
literature in a great quantity. His book on Islamic economics consisted of more
than 900 pages. He is also one of those pioneers who first time provided a
comprehensive structure of interest free banking system in Pakistan in 90's. In
1992, Dr Qadri produced a conclusive working-plan, which would enable Pakistan
to employ an interest-free banking system; this plan covered angles of national
and international transactions which would benefit all sectors of Pakistan's
economical society, particularly the industrial and banking professionals. The
conceptual and Practical structure of Interest Free Banking System. The most
important thing of this system is it's not base on any philosophy or theory but it's a
practical formula. Although Interest based system is implemented in our Economy
now a days. But, after the study of this useful literature, the Economists and
Researchers will think about the new ideal and dimensions.

Dr. Qadri point out a very important and basic point that Islamic laws on
the prohibition of usury are enforceable. Those people who believe that Islamic
banking system is not practicable without interest, they are weak in their faith.
Their thoughts are dominant by western culture and civilization. The people of this
approach are in fact helping the interest based Economic system to sustain and
prevail directly or indirectly. He has delivered number of lectures with the focus on
Islamic finance, Islamic economics and interest free banking.

One of his exclusive lectures on Islamic economics is on Standardization

of Islamic financial system which was delivered at 1st World Islamic Economics &
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“» 4
Minhaj-ul-Quran Dallas, Texas USA

’_‘ Congratulates

its beloved Quaid
Shaykh-ul-Islamp
Dr. Muhammad 'I'uhlr-ul Qadri

on the auspicious occasion of his
7 0 Binthday HAwniversary,

Huzoor Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is a gift of Almighty Allah, an archetype of balance, a
negator of extremism, and the epitome of al-Kamil al-Mukammal. He is living evidence of a
sincere lover and a beloved of Messenger of Allah # who is spreading the spiritual light from
Rasool Allah # among the fellow human beings everywhere on this earth. He has restored the
balance given the understanding of our interaction with Din of Almighty Allah in a systematic,
methodological, holistic, balanced, and contextual expression. Din is not one size that fits all. It
must engage and correlate with each aspect of individual needs. It must indicate where a human
being should be. It must set priority and relate to our reality.

Shaykh-ul-Islam presented Islam as a crystal-clear river that took the color of bedrock
and clarified that Islam would take the color of a particular time, but it will not change its nature. In
other words, as a revivalist-Mujaddid of this time, he has placed an ancient wine in a new vesicle.
He has given the insight that physical struggle cannot be separated from the intellectual and
spiritual strivings. Through Ijtihad, Shaykh-ul-Islam embodied Din and given us a prophetic road
map about how Din is studied, practiced, and experienced. He expounded Prophet-centricity in
every matter of our lives and elucidated the beauty of Sunnah as a vast living reality. Sunnah is not
to a particular form of dress or food and does not make you all identical or uniform. Sunnah is you
can be who you are. Shaykh-ul-Islam has given the complete guide on how to live our Din by
submitting our outward, intellectual, and inward spiritual strivings to complete submission to
Almighty Allah and bring a state of one being in unified alighment and to see the world through
God’s eye.

Alhamdullilah, Minhaj-ul-Quran Dallas is emphasizing learning to live our Din gradually
with the ultimate objective of its embodiment. It is striving to achieve the prophetic model of
balance. With this goal, Minhaj-ul-Quran Dallas encouraged its devoted members to gain
beneficial knowledge by joining online individual learning programs and impart knowledge by
participating in online communal educational programs to benefit the community in this
demanding era of Coronavirus pandemic. Among the community programs, online Minhaj-ul-
Quran weekly Sunday school for ages 5-17, daily Quran Nazra class for ages above 4, and lecture
series on Journey through Quran presented by Minhaj Women League are moving successfully. As
a well-wisher of the community, Minhaj-ul-Quran Dallas members also provided free counseling
and medicines to Coronavirus-inflicted individuals of the Dallas Fort Worth area.

We pray to Almighty Allah to grant us divine enablement to steer our freedom of choice
in a way that brings goodness in this world and felicity to ensure salvation in the next world under
the patronage of Huzoor Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. We pray to Almighty Allah to shower His
countless blessings upon Huzoor Sayyidi and bless His Divine friend a long and healthy life —
Ameen.
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Finance conference which was being organized by Minhaj University Lahore at
PC Hotel. This lecture was further edited and came into the market in the shape
of a book. This lecture was an embodiment of his wisdom and demonstrated his
thought provoking approach towards Islamic economics and finance.

Dr. Tahir ul Qadri also founded by Minhaj University in 1986 which was
chartered by the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan. Under which a
School of Islamic Economics Banking and Finance (SIEBF) has been established
which is working under the supervison of his younger son Dr. Hussain Mohi ul Din
Qadri (Deputy Chairman BOG, Minhaj University Lahore). SIEBF have been
established as a center of excellence for education and research in Islamic
Economic, Business, Islamic Banking and Finance. The aim of this department is
to educate and produce competent graduates and scholars knowledge in sharia
and related modern disciplines pertaining to the fields of Law, Economics, Islamic
Studies, Finance, Management, commerce, accounting and information
technology. Another achievement is the establishment of International Center for
Research in Islamic Economics, ICRIE which is a dedicated center for research in
the field of Islamic economics.

Recently, his exclusive cover story interview regarding Islamic economics
and finance published in an international magazine "ISFIRE". In that interview,
regarding the practice of Dual banking system in Pakistan, Dr Qadri states that
"There are different factors due to which the financial system of Pakistan has not
wholly become Islamized. One of them is the attention and willingness of
government which is of great importance to Islamize the country's financial
system. It can be demonstrated with the fact that government is itself dealing with
interest based mechanism while doing financial agreements internationally and as
well as domestically. The government has to eliminate interest in terms of
providing and taking loans from and to the provincial government and other
government agencies. These loans constitute a large part of the national
economy and they are based on interest. At the sometime, they have to stop
receiving and taking interest payment to State Bank of Pakistan. The government
must have to use Islamic finance modes in their deals and national schemes they
launch such as youth development scheme, laptop scheme, Clean and green

Pakistan, poor empowerment etc. Moreover, the government must stop paying
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interest on every domestic loan at least. It is the matter of fact that at this time
stop paying interest at an international level at once is not possible. However, at
least domestic dealings can be treated in that way".

Likewise, when he was asked about his concerns regarding global
Islamic finance industry, he clearly exacerbated that "There are some of the
significant concerns, one of them is products in Islamic banking and finance which
are very limited and becoming less attractive to the consumers and investors as
well. These products are catering to the needs of the people at large, so the
Islamic banking industry has to work harder and come up with more innovative
and solution-based products. The second concern is human capital or human
resources in the Islamic finance industry. The challenge of capacity building has
become a significant concern that needs to be resolved with immediate effect. For
this industry, academia, regulators and governments have to join hands with each
other and build an ecosystem for the young generation to attract them to teach
them to train them and then bring them into the Islamic finance industry. More
and more initiatives, projects and programs have to be started in all regions and
especially in Muslim countries. The third one is governmental support, and it is
especially crucial for Muslim countries. The Muslim countries have to sit together
and come up with a robust and standardized Islamic economic system. For this
academia from all Muslim countries have to sit together and make a global
academic Islamic finance forum or a platform to discussion Islamic financial
issues and resolutions. The Islamic banking industry has also to move forward for
the globalized solutions and Islamic financial products and business models".

Regarding the future of Islamic finance industry, Dr Qadri elucidated in
these words: "l am very hopeful about the future of Islamic banking and finance in
Pakistan and as well as worldwide. Islamic banking is expanding and growing in
all regions of the world with each passing year. Islamic banking has emerged as a
better alternative to conventional finance. The future of the Islamic banking
industry is also based on the performance and goals of the industry itself. Islamic
banks have gained the attention of consumers at large. Now, the time is to keep
those consumers and also remove barriers for unserved consumers to ensure the
sustainability of the industry. The steps should be taken to increase the trust level

of investors, innovation and standardization in the products of Islamic banking are
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indispensable for future growth. The Islamic banking industry has also thought the
goals for which Islamic banking industry is developed. The Islamic banking
industry has to move forward to achieve the goal of empowerment of Muslim
ummah and the whole of humanity. They have to address the global problems
and challenges the Muslim ummah is facing such as the challenge of
unemployment, poverty, and social, economic and environmental sustainability.
The future of Islamic banking will be bright if Maqgasid Al-Shariah are achieved
successfully".

At the end he also left a message for young generation. His words are:
"The single message to the younger generation is that they have to work hard,
build your study habit, think and create innovative Islamic financial products and
business models. Moreover, you have to keep in mind the essence and objective
of Islamic financial system which is empowering the people, take out of them from
the poverty circle and uplift the level of deprived people hence achieving Maqasid
Al-Shariah".

In a gist, Shaykh ul Islam is a multi-dimensional personality and his
contributions for the promotion of Islamic economics & finance are marvelous and
admirable. It is our duty to follow his footprints and achieve the goals he assigned

us by doing hard work with strong determination.
PAGAGH A Qe
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Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam
A Personal Perspective

Dr Ghazala Qadri

Turning 70 is a milestone for anyone who is fortunate enough to reach it,

and even more so if the devasting consequences of Covid-19 are borne into
mind. This last year has been an extremely tense one for our elders, as many
have lost their lives to this terrible virus. Although we all know that it is Allah's
decision as to whom is bestowed with a long life and whose time must come to
an impromptu end, this last year has served as reminder of the vulnerability of our
lives and the fragility of our existence. If we are one of the fortunate ones to be
blessed with life then it is imperative that we assess our lives and see how we
have utilized this immense blessing. If Allah has gifted us with the beauty of life,
then have we done justice to that life? Have we lived it according to the wishes
and demands of our Creator and Sustainer? That is something we should always
be thinking about, but particularly during these difficult times.

With this perspective in mind, there is no doubt that Sayyidi
Shaykh-ul-Islam has done justice to every second of the life that he has been
blessed with. Although many facets of his unique and exceptional personality are
divinely gifted, it is how he has used these wonderful capabilities that is so
commendable. Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam considers his life as a sacred trust, with
every single moment just as important as the next. Each day is a new beginning,
to be utilized to its maximum. Every action of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is full of
purpose and resolve, where he truly believes that he has been created to serve
others. It would be no exaggeration to say that he is indeed the most selfless

person that | have ever had the pleasure to meet.
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As Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam reaches the milestone of his seventieth
birthday, there are many facets of his personality that one could write about.
There is his zeal for knowledge and a constant thirst to understand every element
of Islam. He also has a perpetual desire to assist and help others at all times,
without any benediction. His life is full of kindness and compassion to all those
that are around him, an ocean of love for all that encounter him. There is his
ability to remain humble and modest, despite being beloved by millions of people
all around the world. Indeed, the list is endless. Perhaps what is key, is that
Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is able to retain all these beautiful attributes, in the midst
of modernity and all that it encompasses.

In this modern age, each one of us live very busy lives. Whether it is
attending school, college or university; going to work; looking after home and
children or other members of the extended family or doing dawah work, life is a
never-ending cycle of responsibilities, obligations and even burdens. As a
consequence, our lives have become disconnected. Many of us may live under
the same room, do household chores for each other, even sit down together for
meals, but we can still act like strangers towards each other. We go through the
motions of daily life but create no meaningful connections with each other. We
are not in tune with each other's feelings, hopes and aspirations and can often
ignore the distress and pain of others. It may be because we too are
overwhelmed in our own lives, and so it is easier to stick our heads in the sand or
it may simply be that we do not care.

Yet, it is caring that defines the life of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. Caring for
his family, friends and acquaintances; caring for all those he knows personally;
caring for the members and affiliates of MQI, and indeed caring for not just the
entire Muslim Umma but for humanity itself. It is that care, consideration and
mindfulness for others that is the driving force behind all that he does,
permeating every element of his life.

This care and concern is evident from just a simple daily morning routine.
Every morning when Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam awakens, he will immediately come
out of his bedroom and call out 'Assalam u Alyakum' to whoever is available at

home. Each person's name will be called in loving a voice, using their own

202108/ 20 A S Py,




particular endearment asking, 'where is everyone?' 'How is everyone?' He will ask
'has everyone had breakfast' and then in a playful manner offer to take us out for
breakfast if anyone hasn't. This suggestion, whilst said in a playful manner is
always made with great sincerity in the hope that one of us may say yes.
However, since most days are busy with the children at school or university the
offer is respectfully declined. Yet, Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam asks whoever is at
home the same question every day without fail. It is a daily ritual that has been
going on for years. This may seem a small event but it epitomizes the nature of
Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. It is his unique and beautiful way to connect with
everyone at home as soon as he awakens. It makes us all stand still for a few
moments and think of each other to take time out of our busy lives and have a
purposeful conversation. This brief conversation every morning; negotiating who
is willing to go out for breakfast and who is not makes us all stop and smile.
Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam will even laugh and offer to cook breakfast if we do not
have the time to go out together. These are just simple gestures of love but are
always made with great earnest. It is also a way of reminding us the importance
of family, which is easily lost in this day and age. It is also important to remember
that Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is no different from most people and leads an
extremely busy life. He can spend up to 16 hours a day on his academic works,
which requires intense focus and concentration. Often, he will be up late into the
early hours of the morning, trying to complete a particular portion of his work. Yet,
no matter how late he may have slept, or how disturbed his sleep may have been,
his first thoughts are always directed at those around him. And that is the
essence of his being, the nucleus of his person. Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is
always thinking and caring about others; concerned about their wellbeing, worried
about their health and interested in their happiness. The daily ritual of calling out
to all family members is not just a fun past time, but instead creates a deep and
lasting connection between him and those around him.

Part of the charm of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is also his beautiful and
unique countenance, which is a reflection of his inner-self. Every morning when
he awakens, there is always a smile on his face and a certain radiance shines

from within it, permeating from his every pore. Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam's skin has
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a luminous quality, as if there is an internal light shining from within. His eyes
sparkle with a boyish charm which belie hide the hidden depths of his soul. His
entire demeanor radiates peaceful serenity and just gazing at his face provides
much solace and comfort. One is always certain in the knowledge that no matter
what the day holds, these precious moments are enough to get through it. There
have been many times when people have met Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam in person,
and then recalled how just gazing at his face was enough to bring them
contentment. In recent months, Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam has become very adept
at video-conferencing. Where once many were craving to just hear his voice, in
this new strange era of the pandemic, Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam can often be seen
having a video chat with different members of MQI all over the world. In fact,
during the last several months, he has been inundated with calls and texts by
people who are unwell, suffering difficulties, have family problems, experiencing a
financial crisis or simply having a crisis of faith. It would be entirely easy to
dismiss such people with a rudimentary call, a quick du'a' and a brief show of
concern. For his many followers, that would be more than sufficient. Yet that has
never been the case for Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. Whenever he finds out that
someone needs assistance and help, he always goes over and beyond what is
required. This can consist of making numerous phone calls providing moral and
social support, advice on the best way to recovery or arranging financial help for
those who in need. However, quite often people are just satisfied in gazing at the
face of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. They are in no need of words or even
supplications. It is enough that their Shaykh has called.

Another aspect of Sayyid Shaykh-ul-Islam's life, which has always both
fascinated and surprised me is his continued patience towards people when they
ask him questions. We all know that Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam is an ocean of
knowledge regarding Islamic law, and the depths of that knowledge are
unsurpassed. It is human nature therefore to develop a supreme confidence in
one's natural ability. However, this confidence can also lead many towards
arrogance and pretention. So, if one has spent a lifetime reading and studying
every possible element of the Din, invested years in gaining and then conveying
knowledge to others, the temptation to give an abrupt answer to a trivial question

can be very tempting. But that has never been the case for Sayyidi
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Shaykh-ul-Islam. Time and time again | have witnessed Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam
take immense time and effort to explain and provide answers to very simple and
rudimentary questions, with the utmost patience and ease. The question may
have been asked a hundred times of him, or the answer can be found quite easily
in one of his books or lectures, however, Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam will always
ensure that the person is completely satisfied. And this is no mean feat. Itis so
easy to become agitated, annoyed and quite frankly angry when people ask trivial
questions, whose answers can be found in basic textbooks on Islam. Rather than
do their own research, strangers often approach Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam in public
and ask him such questions. For a public figure, this kind of life can be very
intrusive and disruptive. Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam may be out walking for some
well-deserved fresh air, or enjoying a quiet meal with his family. No matter where
or what the occasion may be, there are always people who will ask quick
questions regarding some element of the faith and their own life. However,
Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam has never considered these as intrusions or
encroachments upon his life. He firmly believes that it is his duty to satisfy the
need of anyone who asks from him, even if that means doing extra research on
their behalf. This kind of humility and humbleness is a rarity in today's modern
age. With the advent of social media curtailing a lot of intra-personal human
interaction, we have become more insular individuals. Although we may be able
to interact with each other more frequently through social media platforms, having
peripheral knowledge at the touch of a button has also meant we are more used
to instant gratification. We demand immediate answers, request short-cuts to
problems making us less patient and more distant towards others. We have
become so used to short and immediate fulfillment that we are often not prepared
to invest our time and energies in others. This is particularly so if they are
complete strangers and have no bearing on our own immediate lives. But this
modern-day phenomenon has not affected the life of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam in
the least. He will never opt for the easy route for himself or take short cuts in the
quest for knowledge. In the same way he will never answer a person with a
perfunctory answer to save his own time and energies. That is simply not in the
DNA of Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam. There have been so many instances when he

has stopped working on an important project and asked his research assistant to
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bring up hordes of ancient manuscripts and books so that he can rifle through
them and answer a query, no matter how obscure or irrelevant it may be to his
own work.

It is this altruism that truly defines the personality of Sayyidi
Shaykh-ul-Islam. He has given so much of his life to the deen of Islam and to this
Umma. He has dedicated his life for the betterment of humanity, often at the
expense of his own health and personal needs. His life revolves around helping
and assisting others. If he wished to retire today and spend the rest of his time
dedicated to personal worship and enjoying life with his family, no one could
possibly begrudge him that now, as he turns 70. Yet, whether he has brought
people closer to the faith, provided them with spiritual enlightenment or relieved
them of their anxieties and problems, Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam considers he has
done very little of what he has been entrusted with. Despite his manifold
achievements, he truly believes that he has only just begun and that there is so
much more that he still wishes to give. Such humbleness is a rarity in this
modern age and serves as a lesson for us all.

| pray to Allah Almighty, through the means of the Holy Prophet (PBUH),
that He provides a long and healthy life to Sayyidi Shaykh-ul-Islam and keeps us
all forever in his company. Amen.

DAQAGAGAGAS
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Dr. Ghazala Qadri

When the Angels were called, they brought forth the light

They fashioned you Tahir, with the pearls of sight

When Ibrahim was called, he raised his hands to the unseen
They fashioned you Tahir with steadfastness in the Din

When Musa was called, he raised you in station

They fashioned you Tahir, with devotion and passion

When Isa was called, he blessed you from above
They fashioned you Tahir, with mercy and love

When Ayyub was called, he raised his hands for tolerance

They fashioned you Tahir with patience in abundance

When Yusuf was called, he threw kisses on your face
They fashioned you Tahir with beauty and grace

When Abu Bakr was called, he prayed for tranquility

They fashioned you Tahir with firmness and loyalty

When 'Umar was called, he gave you bravery and might
They fashioned you Tahir to fight for the right
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When 'Uthman was called, he blessed you with goodness

They fashioned you Tahir with beautiful beneficence

When 'Ali was called, he prayed for piety
They fashioned you Tahir with utmost fidelity

When Hasan was called, he furnished you hope

They fashioned you Tahir to remember and cope

When Husayn was called, he remembered his martyrdom
They fashioned you Tahir with infinite wisdom

When Zaynal-'Abidin was called, he wiped away your tears

They fashioned you Tahir with no apprehensions or fears

When Uways Qarni was called, he imbued love and passion

They fashioned you Tahir with magnanimous compassion

When 'Abdul Qadir was called, he proclaimed, Rejoice!

They fashioned you Tahir with a melodious voice

When Rumi was called, he showered you humility
They fashioned you Tahir with supreme spirituality

When Suyuti was called, he gave the gift of the pen

They fashioned you Tahir, to teach all women and men

When Ala-ud-Din was called, he smiled with happiness
They fashioned you Tahir, with manners in abundance

When Farid-ud-din was called, he prayed for your soul

They fashioned you Tahir, to achieve your Mustafavi goal

PAQAGAAGAS
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Terrorism brought the world at the brink
of clash between civilizations

A Path to Global Peace

Dr Hassan Mohi-ud-Din Qadri

Terrorism is a menace which has disrupted peaceful coexistence and has
brought the world at the brink of clash between civilizations. The upsurge of
violent extremism and terrorism in the 21st century has occurred in a volatile
global context where the balance of geopolitical power is in flux, and transnational
factors create risks and opportunities to be managed at multiple levels. Terrorism
has become a greatest challenge in this century and efforts have been made to
counter the challenge but these policies and strategies to curtail terrorism instead
proved detrimental.

The failure of the counterterrorism strategy and the "global war on terror"
in addressing the actual root causes of the problem and its prime focus on the
eradication of terrorists and not terrorism has instead increased international
insecurity worldwide. The number of terrorist groups since 2001 has doubled and
their membership index has tripled during these years. It is alarming that the war
against terrorism has in fact multiplied this menace and the policies of
interventions, as suggested by United States Institute of Peace, has helped
increase domestic religious terrorism in states with high Muslim populations,
especially in states experiencing conflict.

The uncontrolled rise and proliferation of non-state militant groups have
challenged state based models of conflict prevention, mediation, and
peacekeeping. These non-state actors explicitly reject international humanitarian
laws, overrule state sovereignty and do not comply with basic modes of societal
interactions and place themselves outside the ambit of traditional peace-making
processes. These organized groups have been countered and battled at the war
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footings but to curb the ideology that breeds this terrorist mind-set has not been
the prime agenda of the Counter-insurgency (COIN) campaign which was
premised on the idea to "kill the terrorists" and not the ideology that breeds
terrorism. Killings increased the grievances and the devastation of lands infuriated
the sentiments and multiplied the ratio of joining the terrorist groups which were
seen as the vanguards against Western invaders.

Terrorism like a hydra sprouted at various levels, and worst of its
repercussions was the escalation of sectarian war primarily in the Middle Eastern
region. The ideological strife has heightened the sectarian fault lines and framed
the regional power play by accelerating the cold war between the regional
stakeholders in the Middle East. The real battle lies in the battle of ideas, and
without countering and combating effective extremist narratives, the threat cannot
be curbed with mere kinetic powers and military tools. The modus operandi of
the allied powers was to measure the "tangible" capabilities of the terrorist groups
including territorial control, manpower, finances, and equipment and has not yet
been able to fully grasp their "intangible soft power".

The perils of terrorism are like an aching tooth which needs to be rooted
out but has no immediate remedy and in order to effectively counter terrorism it is
important to better map what leads societies toward peace or toward violence.
Each country or regional situation is extremely context specific, but pathways to
peace and violence in today's world also share common elements. Therefore, the
war against extremist groups cannot be "won" in the traditional sense since their
ideology provides a long-term strategy and justification for global jihadi way into
the future, and cannot be easily countered with military action, especially not by
external Western forces.

In such a situation of complete deadlock between the perpetrators of
terrorism and those who made efforts to fight this nuisance, the world was in need
of a counter narrative that could ease out the deadlock and could shatter the
clouds of misperceptions which tainted the image of Islam as a religion which
underpins violence and terrorist actions.

In those times of despondency and bleakness, Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr
Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri reoriented the distorted narratives attributed to Islam
and rejected the ideological misinterpretations that framed the fundamental

teachings of Islam out of context. Refuting the terrorist ideology, Shaykh-ul-Islam
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Prof Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri gave a multidimensional strategy to counter
terrorism globally. He asserted that before tackling the violent extremism, one
must understand the underlying reasons that impact the terrorist mind-set, and
any effort in this regard, without addressing these factors, would not be futile.

Shaykh-ul-Islam has identified two factors behind the emergence of
terrorist mind-set: accessibility factor and ideological factor. Accessibility factor
includes marginalization of certain group of people from being part of national
stream, and economic and political factors that create conducive environment for
such an extremist mind-set to gain support from general mass. The accessibility
factors have to be addressed by the government and state machinery. However,
ideological factors are to be addressed by scholars, institutions and through
education.

Understanding the very nature of terrorism, its ideological roots and
global prevalence, Shaykh-ul-Islam opted a comprehensive plan of action and
strategic framework to counter the ideological fallacies that gives birth to extremist
mind-set.

In an effort to curtail the spate of terrorism, Shaykh-ul-Islam strategized
his efforts through a vast array of approaches in order to procure tangible and
substantial outcomes. Realizing ignorance as a potential determinant of breeding
terrorist ideology, he authored hundreds of books and provided scholarly and
academic answers to the ideological delusions and conceptual complexities. The
unbounded sea of knowledge which he has encapsulated in his books has no
parallel and has become a custodian of Islamic teachings in true sense.

A strong rebuttal of terrorist's claimed ideology of religious violence came
in the form of a historic and a landmark FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide
Bombings in 2010 through which Shaykh-ul-Islam addressed the misguided and
extremist ideologies which has been luring the youth towards terrorism. This
Fatwa got worldwide recognition and effectively advocated the peaceful teachings
of Islam which were being misrepresented because of smear campaigns framing
the crisis of post 9/11 world as a conflict between religions. His Fatwa dismantled
the lousy claims and elucidated the peaceful message of Islamic teachings.

To meet with and combat the latest challenges in the aftermath of the rise
of Islamic State (ISIS), he realized the graveness of the situation as mainly the

European Muslim youth adjoined with the terrorist group in some numbers.
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Shaykh-ul-Islam univocally smashed the misinterpreted ideology of ISIS to
smithereens and presented Islamic Curriculum on Peace and Counter-Terrorism
in 2015. He clarified that "Many young people do not have the scriptural or textual
knowledge to interpret their religion properly and Islamic State (ISIS) exploits the
emotions of the youth. So this curriculum goes to the source material of Islam,
and answers the questions young people are asking."

By drawing heavily upon the verses of Holy Qur'an and hadith narrations,
the Peace Curriculum exposed the wrong interpretation of ISIS which has been
the major strength of this terrorist group. The Peace Curriculum being comprised
of more than 40 books in English, Urdu and Arabic, addressed the pertinent
issues and challenging debates and redirected the pathway to peace, through
positive action and engagement at societal level.

To globally stage and present his counter-terrorism narrative he presided
and spoke at scores of international conferences worldwide, mainly across
Europe. As a keynote speaker, he clarified the misunderstood concept of Jihad,
on a special invitation of a renowned scholar Professor John L. Esposito at the
Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at the
Georgetown University in Washington DC.

He also spoke at the Global Peace and Unity (GPU) conference in 2010
at the Excel Centre, London, UK. Minhaj-ul-Quran International hosted Peace for
Humanity Conference in 2011 at Wembley Arena, London and presented a strong
message of love, peace, interfaith harmony and peaceful coexistence as an
alternate path to attain peace at global level.

Through its network worldwide, Minhaj-ul-Quran International is working
on the promulgation of peace through positive action and engagement and
organizes spiritual Camps which includes Al-Hidayah Camps, Al-Tazkiya Camp in
UK, Al-Tarbiyah Camp in Spain and Al-Hikma Camp in Pakistan. These spiritual
retreat sessions are effective modes of steering the misguided youth towards
inclusiveness, humanitarian values and prevalence of tolerance in society.

Minhaj-ul-Quran caters to and provides a magnificent platform for people
of all ages, gender and walks of life. Its organizational structure comprises a
broad and all-encompassing network and has separate forums for women, youth,

students and even kids.
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Its sister's forum, Minhaj-ul-Quran Women League or Minhaj Sisters (in
Europe), is working in various dimensions at national and individual level and has
included all segments of society; kids, students from educational institutes and
religious seminaries, housewives and civil society in their organizational network.
To defeat the ideological challenges, Minhaj-ul-Quran Women League is working
in various dimensions in pursuit of promoting peace, justice, human rights and
peaceful coexistence.

Its youth forum, Minhaj-ul-Quran Youth League, is focusing on inculcating
the moderate teachings of Islam by reconnecting the lost connection of this
generation with the Holy Qur'an and Sunna and has laid a strong foundation for
peace promotion in Pakistan through the strategy of positive engagement. The
student forum, Mustafvi Students Movement, has a country-wide working network
and has been working on the spiritual and moral uplift of youth which is at core to
the psychological roots connected with extremism and terrorism.

The chain of educational institutions in the form of schools, Minhaj
Colleges and Minhaj University, Shaykh-ul-Islam has developed a strong
infrastructural base of his peaceful ideology as these institutions become the main
tiers to inculcate the peace narrative in society.

The operational nature of Minhaj-ul-Quran's working is keenly focused
and ideologically grounded on positive civic engagement and meaningful
advancement of peaceful teachings of Islam. Annual International Mawlid
Conference brings to the fore the magnificent personality traits, teachings and
Sunna of the Holy Prophet (pbuh) in which resides the ultimate remedy for the
complexities and challenges for humanity. Annual ltikaf, a ten days spiritual
seclusion and retreat in last days of the holy month of Ramadan, becomes a
breeding ground of indoctrinating peaceful mind-set of the people and mainly
youth.

In this age of ideological divergence and the lack of moral affinity which
has taken a stage of radicalization, extremism and terrorism, the dynamic and
versatile personality of Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri is an
unwavering beam of light which has redirected the flawed and baseless
ideologies through an alternative approach towards peace, that is, through

positive action and engagement at individual, national and inter-state level.
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His literary contributions have introduced new horizons of knowledge in
this age of intellectual breakdown. He has penned down one thousand books and
has responded to the calling challenges of this century through concrete and solid
arguments. His stern and befitting response to the appalling and complex issues
has equipped the seekers of knowledge with the intellectual tools to fight and
combat the ideological challenges in every domain of one's life. This bulk of
limitless knowledge has been a great asset for humanity which can redraw the
pathway towards peace by following and moulding their lives in accordance with
the real teachings of the Holy Qur'an and the Messenger of Peace (pbuh).

Minhaj-ul-Quran International is the practical demonstration of his
dynamic personality and is a means to exhibit the peace promoting ideology of
Islam through positive action and civic engagement through its forums and
departments which are working in their exclusive domains under the holistic
umbrella of Minhaj-ul-Quran International.

Shaykh-ul-Islam's mounting figure stands tall with his unparalleled
contributions, intellectual excellence and primacy in leading the clash of narratives
from the aura of divergence towards convergence of ideologically distinct group of
people based on his theory of positive action and engagement.
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Shaykh-ul-Islam

Ambassador of peace, Love,
Inter Relihions Harmony, on his

May Allah grant Shaykh-ul-Islam a long life
full of health and prosperity.

Minhaj ul Quran Women League Canada
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Happy Birthday

to A Great Leader
Shaykh-ul-lslam

Dr. Muhammad-Tahir-ul-Qadri

[
Who Shower us the Right Path and empowered us the power

of knowledge. We pray that my Allah Almighty always
keep us under his matchless Leadership.(Ameen)

Dr Bushra Rluz Dr Shazm Rana Andleeb Malik Rehana Altaf JAyesha Iqbal Khan
President MSL Vice president of MSL GS Minhaj Sister League General Secretary MWL Joint Secrefary MSL
and MWL Europe and MWL Europe Europe Europe Europe.

Minhaj vl Quran Women &
Sisters I.eugue Europe
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