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Role of Women in
Nation Building

ln C N untrv
INW UL IL Iy Il \—I\l Udli.d\4a Uy
subduing the rights of women

Amna Khalid

Born neither from head nor from foot but the ribs of man Creation of

women gives many symbolic meanings. It indicates that she should be
given protection and treated with affection. Women constitute a great part
of population of the world. Therefore, their contribution, participation and
involvement is a part and parcel for the countries and nations to achieve
the milestone of progress.

Their vibrant role in political, economic and social sphere is not only
the need of modern age rather a comprehensive study of religion echoes
that her participation is indispensable in nation building.

On the sky of political wisdom, women are shinning like bright stars.
Role of Hillary Clinton as secretary of state America, role of Aung San Suu
kyi as prime minister of Myanmar and role of Fehmida Mirza as speaker of
national assembly Pakistan produces the glimpse that it is conservative
approach to consider her only the honour of house whether she can't rightly
be considered the honour of the country.

The Islam provides numerous examples of women having public

leadership roles. Hazrat Muhammad'sg first wife, Hazrat Khadija(a)bint
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Khuwaylid, was his chief adviser as well as his first and foremost supporter.
His third wife, Hazrat Ayesha Abu Bakr(?’), a well-known authority in
medicine, history, and rhetoric, often accompanied the Prophet to battles,
even leading an army at the Battle of the Camel.

After knowing about Michelle Obama, wife of Barack Obama, first
lady of United State, and Benazir Bhutto, first female Prime Minister of
Pakistan, there is no space to put question on political role of women.
Indeed personalities like Fatima Jinnah cannot only shape the destiny of
the house rather they keep the capacity of changing the destiny of country.

Thrifty nature of women can play pivotal role in lifting up the
economy of country. After second world war, many countries highly
appreciated the women to uplift their economy. The most prominent Muslim
female leaders are former prime minister of Pakistan Benazir Bhutto
(1988-1990 and 1993-1996), Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnoputri
(2001-2004), former Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller (1993-1995),
former Senegalese Prime Minister Mame Madior Boye (2001-2002),
Bangladeshi Prime Ministers Khaleda Zia (1991-1996 and 2001-2006) and
Sheikh Hasina Wajed (1996-2001 and 2009-present), former Iranian Vice
President Masoumeh Ebtekar (1997-2005), former Malian Prime Minister
Cissé Mariam Kaidama Sidibé (2011-2012), Kosovan President Atifete
Jahjaga (2011-2016), former President of Mauritius Ameenah Gurib
(2015-2018), and current President of Singapore Halimah Yacob (elected in
2017).

So, it is not only changing scenario of the world which urge the
women to play their active role in economic affairs rather religion like Islam

provides them space to take part in economic activities.
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Dar al-Ifta al-Misriyyah, an Islamic institute that advises Egypt's
ministry of justice, issued a fatwa stating that female rulers and judges are
allowed in Islam. The Qur'an contains verses that appear to support the
role of women in politics, such as its mention of the Queen of Sheba, who
represented a ruler who consulted with and made important decisions on
behalf of her people.

Education gets start from the lap of women. An educated and
cultured woman not only paves the path for social harmony but she also
plays her role in making a nation civilized. Whether the saints like Shaykh
Abdul Qadir Gillani and Ghulam Fareed or even modern men like Bill gates,
all admit the noble role of women in character building. Furthermore, an
attitude is analysing the events in rational way must be shared from house.
That's why Islam emphasizes the education of women as the dream of
nation building can't be fully realised without contribution of women.

In short, no country can step ahead by subduing the rights of
women. No nation can flourish itself without facilitating them, no community
can improve itself by ignoring them, no civilization can find the apex of glory
without recognizing their worth. Because she is not only angle of house but

also a cherub who can bring revolution in lives of nations.
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