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' Multi-Dimensional Role |
' of Women in Society

‘Women are active agents of
‘economic and social change

Hadia Saqib Hashmi
| Research Associate, ICRIE

The role of women in the welfare of society has been a topic of
discussion and debate for many years. Women are an essential part of
society and their contributions are vital to the development and growth of
the community. Women have been playing a critical role in shaping
society and are contributing in various fields such home education,
healthcare, politics, and social services.

Historically, women have been viewed as caregivers and nurturers,
responsible for raising children and taking care of the home. However, as
society has evolved, so has the role of women. Women are now more
educated and have more opportunities to participate in the workforce and
contribute to society. This shift in societal expectations has allowed
women to become valuable members of the workforce and significantly
impacted society’s welfare.

Women in Education fields

Education is one of the essential tools for the welfare of society.
Women have made significant contributions to education, and their role in
this field cannot be overstated. Educated women have the power to shape
the minds of future generations and make a significant impact on society.
Women are playing a crucial role in promoting education and creating
awareness about its importance. They are also taking an active role in
providing education to girls and women who may not have had access to it

in the past.
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Women in health care

The healthcare industry is another area where women have played a
crucial role in the welfare of society. Women have traditionally been the
primary caregivers for their families and have been responsible for the
health and wellbeing of their loved ones. In recent years, women have
become increasingly involved in the healthcare industry, from doctors and
nurses to researchers and policymakers. Their contributions have been
essential in advancing medical research and developing new treatments for
a range of illnesses and diseases.
Political participation of women

Women have also played a vital role in politics and governance.
Women have made significant progress in breaking down barriers and
challenging gender stereotypes in politics. Women have become heads of
state, members of parliament, and leaders in their communities. Their
leadership and decision-making skills have been invaluable in promoting
social welfare and creating policies that benefit society as a whole.
Women in social work as change makers

Women are also actively involved in social services and humanitarian
work. Women have been at the forefront of efforts to promote social
welfare and provide assistance to those in need. They are involved in
various charitable organizations, such as non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and community-based organizations (CBOs). Their contributions
have been essential in providing support to vulnerable individuals and
groups and promoting social justice.
Women in Islam

The Islamic religion and culture have a deep history that influences the
social norms and values of Muslim communities around the world. Islamic
teachings strongly emphasize equality and justice for all, including
women. However, this ideal has not always been upheld in practice, and
women in Islamic societies have often faced discrimination and
oppression.

One of the core values of Islam is the belief in the equality of all
human beings. In the Quran, it is written that "whoever does good deeds,
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whether male or female, and is a believer, We shall certainly make them
live a good life" (16:97). This verse emphasizes that men and women are
equal in the eyes of God and should be treated as such. However, the
interpretation and application of this ideal have been a point of contention
within Islamic societies. Historically, women in Islamic societies have
faced various forms of discrimination and oppression, such as limitations
on their education and employment opportunities, restrictions on their
mobility and limited legal rights.

Despite these challenges, women in Islamic societies have played
important roles in their communities and have made significant
contributions to the development and advancement of their societies. For
example, in early Islamic history, women were involved in many aspects
of society, such as business, medicine, and politics. Some women were
even scholars and teachers of Islamic knowledge.

In contemporary Islamic societies, women continue to play important
roles in various aspects of society, such as education, healthcare, and
politics. In some Muslim-majority countries, such as Indonesia and
Bangladesh, women have held high-ranking political positions, including
as heads of state. However, the experiences of women in Islamic societies
are diverse and complex, and there are many challenges that they continue
to face.

One of the key challenges that women in Islamic societies face is
limited access to education and employment opportunities. Although the
Quran and Islamic tradition emphasize the importance of education,
women in many Islamic societies still have limited access to formal
education. In some cases, cultural norms and practices may discourage
families from sending their daughters to school or may limit the subjects
that they are allowed to study. This lack of access to education can limit
women's ability to pursue careers and achieve economic independence.
Dimensions of women’s personalities in society

Women play a multi-dimensional role in society, and their
contributions are essential for social and economic progress. Here are
some of the many dimensions of women's personalities in society:
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Caregivers and nurturers: Women have historically been the primary
caregivers for children, elderly relatives, and other family members. This
role is critical for maintaining social cohesion and ensuring the well-being
of family members. Women's nurturing and empathetic nature also make
them well-suited for careers in healthcare and social services.

Educators and knowledge-bearers: Women have long been associated with
teaching and passing on knowledge. In many societies, women were
responsible for educating the next generation of children and passing on
cultural and social traditions. Today, women are involved in all levels of
education and are increasingly pursuing careers in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM) fields.

Innovators and entrepreneurs: Women have shown their ability to innovate
and create businesses that contribute to the economy. Despite facing
significant barriers, women are starting businesses at an unprecedented
rate and are driving economic growth in many countries.

Leaders and change-makers: Women have been leaders and change-
makers throughout history, even if their contributions have been
underrepresented or ignored. Women in positions of power can bring
unique perspectives and innovative solutions to the challenges facing
society.

Artists and creatives: Women have been prominent in the arts and creative
fields, producing works that reflect their experiences and perspectives.
Women's creativity and artistic expression have enriched cultures
throughout history.

Advocates and activists: Women have been at the forefront of social and
political movements, advocating for equal rights and justice. Women's
activism has been instrumental in bringing about social change and
making societies more equitable and just.

In conclusion, the multi-dimensional personality of women in society
reflects the diversity of their contributions and the roles they play in
shaping social and economic progress. Recognizing and valuing women's
contributions in all of their dimensions is critical for creating a more just
and equitable society.
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