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Minhaj-ul-Quran's ideology has been deeply disseminated in the society and at the global level and with the forum of Minhaj- 

ul-Quran Women League, Shaykh-ul-Islam's vision on women empowerment has been practically presented to the whole world. 
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c^U(j^)yZ^y^ 
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^ i$* if di L-J\'f Sv ^\j ^ 1^, p^c 

yr/ l/ ^ 

-Z—f'jtf hi Jy7) JjP <<—/£ 
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fLJid dijf d-^ m 

" •* **.* „ ** ^•(~ 

~^(dl )\jJ\^[J T'&B 3/^7 iL-^-d dc^J3^ 
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9i J^ljif'y[fZL^lJij)i'iJ^J^)J^lJ!^'{jt I £_)(jf v/^IJUli'^l" 
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-^^iJ^LJ-l^t/)^ Jt-'vUiXiS 

* ♦♦ ^ ♦ 
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\\X} & j\L-^ \^jm}\\JIJJ.\J Iffjg'.^IJt 
s s ' , s $ s 

qJiIj lals I^l6.jj4^' 2jL)jI ^^wijlj £)^aJ>o L>ljJt (*^5 QPP^ 
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'ij ifiJj^nJip/jif'iJyS J^u^Z.—/"j P\jf cf* yb 
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-t^ ^ ^ z^( ^ ^ ^ ^ Z>ZZl zl/l> bI :Z^( 
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"The Female»lvorce: Women as 

Catalysts,fortSocial and 

Communit^B.eMelopment" 

- Hadia Saqib Hashmi 
(Research Associate-ICRIE) 

INTRODUCTION 
In the contemporary global discourse on gender equality and empowerment, the role 

of women in society receives significant attention. International Women's Day serves as a 

focal point for reflecting on women's achievements and the challenges they continue to 

face in striving for equality. This commemoration not only highlights the importance of 

women's roles across various sectors of society but also underscores the need for a 

nuanced understanding of women's empowerment within different cultural and religious 

contexts. The Islamic perspective on women's empowerment, often perceived through a 

monolithic lens, offers a rich historical and theological foundation supporting the dignity, 

respect, and rights of women. This article aims to explore the multifaceted roles of women 

in Islamic history, their contributions to social and community development, and the 

contemporary challenges and opportunities they face, all within the framework of Islamic 

teachings and societal dynamics. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

The role of women in Islamic history is both profound and diverse. From the earliest 

days of Islam, women have played crucial roles in its spread and establishment. Notable 

female figures such as Khadijah bint Khuwaylid, the first wife of Prophet Muhammad and 

the first believer in his prophethood, and Aisha bint Abi Bakr, a scholar, military leader, 

and transmitter of Hadith, exemplify the varied capacities in which women have 

contributed to Islamic society. These historical precedents set a foundation for 

understanding the potential for women's active participation in societal development 

within an Islamic framework. 
f. 
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K WOMEN AS CATALYSTS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE DISSEMINATION 

In Islamic history, women have been pivotal in the dissemination of knowledge. The 

establishment of educational institutions by women, such as the Al-Qarawiyyin Mosque 

and University in Fez, Morocco, founded by Fatima al-Fihri in 859 CE, underscores the 

role of women in promoting education and literacy. In contemporary times, women 

continue to contribute significantly to the fields of education, science, and technology, 

challenging stereotypes and inspiring future generations. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Women's contributions to economic development and entrepreneurship within 

Islamic contexts highlight their ability to navigate and excel in business and commerce. 

This not only includes modem examples of female entrepreneurs in Islamic countries but 

also historical instances where women engaged in trade and property management. Such 

activities demonstrate the economic agency of women and their impact on community 

prosperity. 

LEADERSHIP IN SOCIAL AND 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Women's leadership in social and community services within Islamic societies 

reflects their integral role in addressing social challenges, providing healthcare, and 

advocating for educational and social reforms. Their involvement in these areas is crucial 

for holistic community development and aligns with Islamic principles of social justice 

and community welfare. 

WOMEN AS CATALYSTS FOR 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY WELFARE 

In Islam, the family is considered the cornerstone of society. Women's roles in 

nurturing and managing family welfare directly contribute to the stability and development 

of the broader community. Their efforts in education, healthcare, and economic 

management within the household have far-reaching impacts on community resilience and 

progress. 
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PEACEMAKERS AND MEDIATORS 

Women's roles as peacemakers and mediators in community conflicts are increasingly 

recognized. Drawing upon principles of compassion and empathy emphasized in Islam, 

women have been instrumental in conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts, both 

within communities and in broader geopolitical contexts. 

ADVOCACY FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND RIGHTS 

The advocacy for social justice and rights is a significant area where Muslim women 

have made substantial contributions. Guided by Islamic principles advocating for justice, 

equality, and dignity for all individuals, women have been at the forefront of movements 

for social change, challenging injustices and advocating for the rights of marginalized 

groups within their communities. 

The Islamic tradition provides numerous examples supporting the empowerment and 

active participation of women in society. Quranic verses and Hadiths emphasize the 

equality of all believers, regardless of gender, and advocate for women's education, 

property rights, and participation in social and economic life. This theological support 

challenges common stereotypes and misconceptions about women's roles in Islam and 

highlights the religion's foundational support for gender equality. 

Despite the progress and achievements, women in Islamic societies face ongoing 

challenges, including cultural barriers, economic disparities, and political constraints. 

However, these challenges also present opportunities for further empowerment and 

participation. Education, policy reforms, and grassroots activism are pivotal in advancing 

women's roles and addressing systemic barriers to equality. 

The exploration of women's roles and empowerment in Islamic contexts reveals a 

complex and dynamic landscape shaped by historical precedents, religious teachings, and 

contemporary challenges. While significant strides have been made in recognizing and 

enhancing women's contributions to society, ongoing efforts are required to address 

persistent inequalities and ensure that women can fully participate in all aspects of life. In 

fostering a deeper understanding of the Islamic perspective on women's empowerment, it 

is possible to challenge misconceptions, celebrate achievements, and work towards a more 

inclusive and equitable future. 

ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVES ON 

WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT 

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES 

CONCLUSION 
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Highlights 

An-Nasiha Camp (2024) Canada 

Mimma Razaqna Hum 
• Tafsir of Shaykh-ul-lslam 
• We must utilize anc 

the path of Allah SWT 
• This refers not just to wealth bu 

an;nashacaw" 
W|TH D. drghazalaQADRI 

o Wealth, 
o Knowledge, 
o Power, 
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Dr Ghazala Qadri engaged with the participants of An-Nasiha Camp in a meaningful and enriching interaction. 
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