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There is freedom of speech, we all
respect that. But there is not any
obligation to insult or to be gratuitously
inflammatory. ... There are taboos in
every religion. It is not the case that
there is open season in respect of all
aspects of Christian rites and rituals in
the name of free speech. Nor is it the
case that there is open season in respect
of rights and rituals of the Jewish
religion, the Hindu religion, the Sikh
religion. It should not be the case in
respect of the Islamic religion either. We
have to be very careful about showing
the proper respect in this situation.
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We all fully respect freedom of the press

and expression but it must be coupled
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A punishment must not by its severity be
degrading to human dignity.
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I also respect the right of freedom of
speech. But of course freedom of speech
is never absolute. It entails responsibility
and judgment.
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with press responsibility. Inciting
religious or ethnic hatred in this manner
is not acceptable.
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The principle of freedom should be
exercised in a spirit of tolerance, respect
of beliefs, respect of religions, which is
the very basis of secularism of our
country.
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badly about religions or other religions,
who make fun of them, who make a
game out of the religions of others. They
are provocateurs. And what happens to
them is what would happen to Dr
Gasparri; if he says a curse word against
my mother, he can expect a punch.
There is a limit. I refuse any form of
personal insult, and when the insult is
related to religions, they cannot be
approved neither at a human, nor at a
moral and social level. They do not help
the peace in the world, and do not
produce any benefit. You cannot
provoke. You cannot insult the faith of
others. You cannot make fun of the
faith of others. [The Christian Post,
January 15, 2015.]
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limitations as are prescribed by law and
are necessary in a democratic society in
the interests of public safety, for the
protection of public order, health or
morals, or for the protection of the
rights and freedoms of others.
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Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the government for a redress of
grievances.
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To achieve international co-operation in
solving international problems of an
economic, social, cultural, or
humanitarian character, and in
promoting and encouraging respect for
human rights and for fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as

to race, sex, language, or religion.
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Whoever wilfully blasphemes the holy
name of God by denying, cursing or
contumeliously reproaching God, his
creation, government or final judging of
the world, or by cursing or
contumeliously reproaching Jesus Christ
or the Holy Ghost, or by cursing or
contumeliously reproaching or exposing
to contempt and ridicule, the holy word
of God contained in the holy scriptures
shall be punished by imprisonment in
jail...
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